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Ugandan President Opens African Coffee 
Producers’ Meeting 


EA1608124693 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1000 GMT 16 Aug 93 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has opened the Inter- 
Africa Coffee Organization ministerial meeting in Kam- 
pala with a call on coffee producers to start thinking of 
long-term solutions to the problem of overproduction. 
He told the meeting that retention schemes are bound to 
fail if production continues to exceed demand and that 
the present consumption of 70 million bags in importing 
countries and 22 million bags in producer countries, he 
said, global production should never exceed 92 million 
bags. [sentence as heard] In fact, he declared, it should be 
less by the amount of stocks already in producer and 
consumer hands. 


He welcomed the Kampala meeting of major producers 
to control both exports and production to stabilize coffee 
prices. He said there is precedent enough to demonstrate 
that the producers cre to blame for the low coffee prices. 
He pointed out that currently the mere talk of regulating 
coffee supplies has already raised the price from 77 cents 
per kilo to $1.1 per kilo. We shall be the ones respon- 
sible, he added, if we fail to restore the coffee prices for 
the benefit of our farmers and our countries. He said 
there are two ways to restore the coffee prices: Either we 
permit the law of the jungle where only the fittest 
survive, or we regulate supplies to the market to guar- 
antee a reasonable price for the producer without repel- 
ling the consumer by too high prices. 


Meeting Ends; Measures Adopted 


EA1808113093 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 0700 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] The ministerial conference of coffee-producing 
countries has ended in Kampala after reaching an agree- 
ment to establish an association of coffee-producing coun- 
tries to promote the coordination of coffee policies among 
its members, to promote a higher consumption of coffee in 
producing and consuming countries, to seek a balance 
between global coffee supply and demand on the market 
with the aim of ensuring fair and remunerative prices, to 
promote improvement in the quality of coffee, to con- 
tribute to the development of coffee-producing countries 
and to improve the living conditions of their peoples. The 
conference also agreed to adopt a common coffee retention 
plan of 20 percent of the volume of their coffee exports. 
This measure will take effect from this | October. 


In their Kampala Declaration, the countries which took 
part in the conference further agreed to meet in Brazil from 
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23 to 24 of next month with the aim of formalizing the 
statute of the coffee-producing countries and the related 
instruments pertaining to the coffee retention plan. 


Countries which took part in the Kampala meeting 
included Uganda, Angola, Burundi, Brazil, Cameroon, 
Colombia, the Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guatemala, Kenya, Mada- 
gascar, Rwanda, Tanzania, Togo, Zaire, and Zimbabwe. 
OAMCAF [African and Malagasy Coffee Organization] 
and Indonesia participated as observers. They expressed 
their deep gratitude to the Government of Uganda and 
to the Inter-African Coffee Organization for convening 
the important conference and for their contribution to 
the success of this historical event, a landmark in coop- 
eration among coffee-producing countries. 


Southern African Finance Ministers Meet in 
Mbabane 


MB1708175993 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network in 
English 1600 GMT 17 Aug 93 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. Obed Dlamini, says 
member countries of the Southern African Customs 
Union should adopt strategies that will enable them to 
get the maximum out of their economic cooperation. 


The prime minister was speaking at the meeting of the 
finance ministers of the Southern African Customs 
Union Agreement renegotiations at the Libandla Room 
this morning. He said the Swaziland Government 
attaches great significance to the existence of the cus- 
toms union agreement, not only because it integrates the 
region in socio-economic spheres, but also because it 
unites members comprising Lesotho, Botswana, South 
Africa, Namibia, and Swaziland in finding solutions to 
their common development problems. 


Mr. Diamini said during the years of the Customs Union 
agreement history of cooperation, he believed that mem- 
bers learned a lot about each other as individual nations 
and collectively as a group of nations. He said it is in this 
vein that they have gathered in this meeting to chart a 
common economic future. The prime minister pointed 
out that from the outset they should endeavor as much as 
possible to emphasize those areas in which they agree 
and minimize those in which they disagree. 


Speaking at the same occasion, the vice president of the 
Republic of Botswana and minister for finance and 
planning, Mr. Festus Mogae, said he believed that the 
Southern African Customs Union Agreement is the 
oldest in the world. He said it has served the members 
well through cooperation to promote things that unite all 
the member countries. 
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Chad 


MDD Accepts Proposal To Begin Peace 
Negotiations 


AB1908225493 Paris AFP in French 1918 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


[Text] Lagos, 19 Aug (AFP)—The Movement for 
Democracy and Development (MDD), an armed oppo- 
sition group based in the Lake Chad region, said today 
that it was ready to “accept” the proposal of Ndjamena 
to begin peace negotiations. 


The MDD told AFP that as an effort toward peace and 
democracy in Chad, it was ready to accept the proposal 
made on 17 August by Chadian Prime Minister Abdulk- 
erim Fidele Moungar to organize talks that could bring 
“total peace” to the war-torn country. Thee movement 
also wished for the mediation of France and Niger or 
Cameroon. 


The MDD denied the dismissal of Moussa Medella 
Mahamat Sed from the post of chairman, as a former 
MDD deputy chairman, Brahim Mallah, had said. 


A “slight difference,” according to the movement 
occurred within the MDD in April, forcing Mallah to 
leave the executive, but proclaiming himself chairman 


The decision to dismiss a member of the Executive 
Bureau depends on the extraordinary congress which is 
not expected to meet before 15 October. 


Mahamat Sed remains “the legitimate head’ of the 
movement as long as such a decision is not made, a 
member of the MDD Executive Bureau explained. 


President Deby Discusses Libya, Elections 


93AF0653A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
15 Jun 93 p 4 


[Report on an interview with President Idriss Deby by 
Arlette Khoury in Paris; date not given: “Elections 
Within One Year; Notes That Treaty With Libya Has 
Not Been Abrogated But Amended’”’] 


[Text] Paris—In an interview with AlL-HAYAH, 
Chadian President Deby Idriss has opined that his 
country is moving with steady steps toward pluralism 
and democracy and that it will witness general and 
presidential elections within a year or a year and a half. 


He noted that the free travel agreement between Chad 
and Libya has not been abrogated but subjected to 
amendments, which will be the focus of discussions 
between the two sides. He stressed that there is no link 
between this review and convocation of the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice [ICJ] in the Hague. This court has 
begun considering the issue of the Ouzou strip that is 
disputed by both sides. 


Deby visited Paris last week and met with President 
Francois Mitterand, Prime Minister Edouard Bailadure, 
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and Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, and other prominent 
officials. The visit is a sign of improved relations 
between the two countries in wake of the tepidity that 
developed in these relations last winter when it was said 
that France resented the slow effort made by the 
Chadian authorities to establish democracy. 


Deby expressed the opinion that the Chadian National 
Conference was convened within the framework of a 
series of steps taken by the Chadian authorities since 
December 1990 when it was declared that it was essen- 
tial to adopt changes that move the country toward 
democracy and freedom. “Since then, we have worked to 
establish tangible foundations that have permitted the 
National Conference to convene prior to the formation 
of political organizations and parties, the publication of 
independent papers, and the creation of unions.” 


Deby noted that “all this paved the way for convening 
the conference, which we consider to be a national 
conciliation conference that has permitted Chadians to 
define new rules for society and to proceed to develop 
the country in a climate of stability and national consen- 
sus.” 


Deby said that what has been reported about his reserva- 
tion on convening the National Conference and about 
French pressures exerted to make him change his position 
is an act of “media distortion of positions. I have never 
asked the French to take part in establishing democracy in 
the country and I have never succumbed to any pressure 
from any party, whether domestic or foreign.” 


As to whether the National Conference has actually put 
his country on the path of pluralism and democracy and 
whether he is personally convinced of this, Deby said, 
“Chad started to move on this path before the confer- 
ence convened. I am convinced that we are moving along 
the right path and heading for what is better, for actual 
peace, and for harmonious development.” 


Deby noted that the “conference has outlined a general 
path that guides the country’s political life and that 
doesn’t prevent any Chadian group with any convictions 
from establishing a political party, provided that such a 
party has no religious, tribal, or provincial objectives.” 


As to whether this right encompasses supporters of 
ex-President Hissein Habre, Deby said, “This right is 
absolute for all Chadians, even though I see no Habre 
supporters. In my opinion, what is important is to 
preserve domestic peace on the basis of the resolutions 
emanating from the National Conference.” 


Deby touched on the country’s general and presidential 
elections, saying that these elections must be held within 
the grace period stipualted by the conference, i.e., within 
the next 12-18 months, “and we have no reason not to 
observe this grace period.” 


The president denied the presence of Chadian factions 
that demand the adoption of Arabic as the official 
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language and application of the shari’ah. He said that the 
problem of adopting Arabic isn’t new and has been 
projected for a long time, keeping in mind that Arabic 
has been considered an official language since 1978. The 
National Conference debated this issue and resolved that 
Arab and French are the country’s two official languages. 
As for the shari’ah, it must be noted that Chad has 
always experienced a magnificent model of coexistence 
between its Muslims and Christians within a secular 
framework that has been rededicated by the National 
Conference. 


He added that there are perhaps a few scattered individ- 
uals who call for applying the shari’ah, “But I can 
ascertain that such a thing is impossible in a country like 
Chad, whose political system relies on secularism. Our 
country will resist fiercely any kind of fundamentalism, 
whether Islamic or Christian.” 


As to the motives that led to suspending enactment of 
the accord on free movement of citizens and money 
between Chad and Libya, Deby said that there has been 
a lot of clamor in this regard and that the Chadian 
decision didn’t call for suspending the agreement, which 
has to be ratified by both countries before it goes into 
implementation. He added that neither Libya nor Chad 
have ratified the agreement to date, that the Supreme 
Chadian Council, which emanates from the National 
Conference, has reviewed provisions of the agreement 
and proposed introducing some amendments to it, and 
that the Chadian Government has notified the Libyan 
side of these amendments so that they can be discussed 
again by the two sides before they are ratified. 


The Chadian president asserted that there is not any link 
between the position of the Supreme Council, which did 
not exist when the agreement was drafted, and convoca- 
tion of the ICJ in the Hague to discuss the dispute over 
the Ouzou strip. Deby said that he expects nothing but a 
just decision from the court on this issue, that he is 
prepared to adhere to whatever decision is issued by it, 
and that he expects nothing different from the Libyans. 


As to how to reconcile Chadian-French relations with 
Chadian-Libyan relations, Deby said that there is 
nothing to stop Chad from establishing good-neighbor 
relations with adjacent countries while working simulta- 
neously to strengthen the relations that bind it to France 
“because our political steps are dictated to us only by our 
country’s interest, wherever this interest may be.” 


Equatorial Guinea 


President Postpones Elections After Meeting 
Opposition 

AB1908213593 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT Aug 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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[Text] It seems the Government of Equatorial Guinea 
has succumbed to pressure to delay the first ever multi- 
party elections. They were originally to be held in three 
weeks’ time, but opposition leaders have repeatedly 
claimed they’re not ready and that they want changes 
made. President Obiang has been resisiing any delay, but 
opposition leaders came out of a meeting with the 
president yesterday saying that agreement had been 
reached to try and resolve the opposition’s objections 
before a new date for elections is set. Here is Anthony 
Goldman: 


Only last Friday [13 August], President Obiang said that 
the Constitution did not give him the power to delay the 
country’s first ever multiparty elections. He urged the 
opposition to drop his boycott and said that pressure 
from Spain, the United States, and others for a postpone- 
ment amounted to unacceptable interference in Equato- 
rial Guinea’s internal affairs. But after five hours of talks 
with the leaders of the 11 opposition parties yesterday, 
the president appears to have changed his mind. Oppo- 
sition leaders said that he had agreed to discuss their 
demands for a new electoral census, changes to the 
electoral law, and a fairer system for the funding of 
political parties. They said that a joint government- 
Opposition commission would work on these issues and 
would then set a new date for parliamentary elections. It 
is expected that the Council of Ministers will meet 
tomorrow to approve a special decree postponing the 
elections. It is not clear why President Obiang has had 
such a dramatic change of heart on this issue or if he has 
the full support of everyone in his government. 


But speaking earlier today, the leader of the Progress 
Party, Severo Moto, described the postponement as a 
historic moment which gives us all hope for the future. 
The move may also ease tensions with Equatorial 
Guinea’s main donors who have threatened to suspend 
aid if elections went ahead. 


Zaire 


Preparatory Meeting on Talks Begins: 
Monsengwo Speaks 


AB1908220093 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 1900 
GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Excerpt] As we announced at the beginning of this 
newscast, the preliminary negotiaiions opened this 
morning at the People’s Palace, the \-adquarters of the 
High Council of the Republic [|HCR}. That is how 
Monsignor Laur: * Monsengwo, president of the HCR, 
welcomed participants. In a short speech, he gave them 
useful advice for the success of ihe talks, because, as he 
stressed, they have no right to fail. Kambaba Kasu 
reports: 


[Kasu] By 1000 the two delegations were a!ready seated 
at the Shaba Hall of the People’s Palace. On one side was 
Roger Gisenga, interim president of the Sacred Union of 
radical opposition, leading a 24-man delegation from the 
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Sacred Union and its affiliates, and on the other side was 
Jean Nguz A Karl-I-Bond, at the head of a 13- member 
delegation, all from the presidential group. 


The first session of this preliminary negotiation opened 
with a short speech from Monsignor Laurent Monsen- 
gwo, president of the HCR. He did not mince words: 
You have no right to fail, you have to come to agreement 
quickly because the people can bear no more misery. The 
Catholic bishop then went on to outline the purpose of 
this preliminary stage of the negotiations; namely, to 
discuss the material end technical organization of the 
negotiations proper with moderation because negotia- 
tion does not mean submission or compromising. 


[Begin Monsengwo recording] By mee’ing here today, 
during the circumstances of the general crisis affecting 
our country, our first and only thought should go to our 
people; their misery, their distress, and their agony have 
surpassed the level they can bear. As a political class, 
your responsibility is a great one, not just because the 
people have placed their hopes in your hands, but also 
because your credibility and that of the entire country 
hangs on your shoulders. You do not have the right to 
fail! You only have the right to succeed and to reach 
agreement as quickly as possible. 


Today’s meeting falls within the normal trend of the 
democratic process in which dialogue and understanding 
remain the surest way to a stable democracy. You have 
all accepted dialogue, as statements from each side 
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testify. It is now up to you to prove that you really want 
this dialogue to be frank, based on truth and aimed 
above all at saving the people and saving the nation. 
Negotiation and compromise do not mean submission or 
compromising oneself. It is an exercise in democracy to 
which you will have to resort now and again just as you 
certainly have resorted to before this (?meeting). In fact, 
cartels and platforms are created on the basis of statutes 
that you have keenly negotiated at length. But you did 
not come out of these negotiations diminished. It is to 
this same end that I am inviting you today and which, 
you can be sure, will not in any way diminish you. 


The purpose of these preliminary negotiations that have 
begun is essentially to prepare the negotiations. During 
this phase, it will be your duty to dwell on the material 
organization—the venue, logistics, and other facilities— 
as well as the technical organization of the negotia- 
tions—agenda, composition of delegations, how negoti- 
ations are going to take place, the form, and so on. This 
is, in short, a standing order for the negotiations. 
Already, since the bureau of the HCR will not attend this 
phase of preliminary negotiations, at your request, it will 
be your duty to ensure moderation in your discussions as 
soon as the bureau withdraws. I suggest that the two 
delegations take turns to preside over your deliberations 
or agree otherwise by consensus. 


Dear friends, I can only wish you good luck and renew to 
all my wishes of success since you have no right to fail. 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 
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Kenya 


Ugandan Rebel Leader Bazira Found Shot Dead 
in Gilgil 

EA2008110093 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1900 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] A former deputy minister of water, minerals und 
natural resources in the Obote Two government, Amon 
Kabunga Bazira, has been found shot dead in Gilgil, 
Kenya. According to international news agencies and 
radio stations, the death of Bazira, who has been leader 
of the National Army for the Liberation of Uganda 
[NALU] rebel movement operating in Kasese District, 
was confirmed today by the Kenya police in Nairobi. 


Further Details on Death 


EA1908194093 Paris AFP in English 1829 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


[Text] Nairobi, 19 Aug (AFP)}—The leader of the rebel 
National Army for the Liberation of Uganda (NALU), 
Amon Bazira, has been murdered in Kenya, sources 
close to him told AFP on Thursday [19 August]. 


“It is true my father was killed,” a family member who 
refused to give her name said when contacted by tele- 
phone at their home in the plush Nairobi suburb of 
Lavington. 


Close associates of the rebel leader told AFP that Bazira 
left home last Saturday to meet a friend who had 
telephoned requesting to meet him at a central Nairobi 
hotel. 


“From that time we never saw Amon again,” one of 
them said. 


On Tuesday, the body of the rebel leader was found by 
the roadside near Gilgil, a small town 50 miles (80 
kilometres) on the main Nairobi-Nakuru highway, with a 
bullet wound in the neck. 


The 48-year-old rebel leader had been intelligence chief 
and deputy minister under Uganda’s President Milton 
Obote. 


Kenyan police were believed to be hunting for the man 
who rang Bazira to meet him at the New Stanley Hotel. 


Somalia 


‘Radio Free Somalia’ Network on Air 18 Aug 


LD1908155593 Hilversum Radio Netherlands in 
English 1150 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Report by Jonathan Marks] 


[Excerpts] [Marks] We have been able to establish con- 
tact with a station calling itself Radio Free Somalia, 
which started broadcasting officially yesterday on a 
regular basis in both Somali and English. [Somali 
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announcement heard] This is the identification in 
Somali of Radio Free Somalia. Sam Voron is the main 
person behind it, it seems—a name which may be 
familiar. The same Sam Voron ran Radio Free Bougain- 
ville a few months back, which took on the Government 
of Papua New Guinea. Now he is in northern Somalia 
for a few weeks, setting up another broadcast operation 
called, as you heard, Radio Free Somalia. Sam Voron 
told our reporter Viktor Ganitilika what he is doing: 


[Begin recording] [Ganitilika] Right now the station has 
been testing for about three weeks. The station has 
received reports from all the surrounding countries and 
is the only station covering all of Somalia that is actualy 
broadcasting from inside the country. The station was 
donated by the International Amateur Radio Network in 
Australia and two volunteers, Sam Voron and (Abdi 
Kharim Naz Mohammed) came from Australia and set 
up the station. The station (?is of) humanitarian assis- 
tance to all the people in Somalia, and we now have 12 
volunteers who have been learning how to operate the 
equipment and now make up the staff of the station. [end 
recording] 


[Marks] Voron claims the station is nonpolitical, set up 
to promote national unity, although since the station was 
only inaugurated yesterday, it is a bit early to judge how 
they are going to achieve that. 


the station operates daily from 1600 to 1815 UTC on 
7499 kHz and 0400 to 0515 UTC on 7460 kHz. Those 
frequencies can vary slightly. Last night at 1600 hours 
UTC we found them on 7475 kHz instead of 7499. The 
power is just 100 watts, but they have an inverted (?V 
diapal) antenna 30 meters above the ground, which helps 
a bit. By charging five international reply coupons for a 
QSL card, they had to raise funds for the project. Voron 
uses a simple address, simply Sam Voron, Australia 
postal code 2069, and announces a telephone number of 
61 for Australia, 24171066. The authorities who control 
that part of northeast Somalia have given Voron a 
license to set up a »roadcast radio station and claim 
some engineers. They have also allocated a number of 
call signs for amateur radio operations. [passage 
omitted] 


[Ganitilika] They are broadcasting from a place called 
Galcaio, and that is 150 kms northeast of Mogadishu. 


[Marks] And what is the signal like with you? 


[Ganitilika] The signal is weak, and there is a lot of 
fading on it, Jonathan, but when it comes up I can easiiy 
follow what is being said. [passage omitted] 


* Aidid Reportedly Preparing for Decisive Battle 


93AF0771A London AI -SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
16 Aug 93 p 4 


[Article by Sayyid Ahmad Khalifah: “Aidid Allies With 
Hard-Line Groups in Preparation for Decisive Battle 
With Americans”’] 
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[Text] Djibouti—Except for the south of the capital, 
Mogadishu, relative stability reigns over all areas of 
Somalia. The 20-tribe agreement in the Kismaayo region 
has begun to realize its goals of stopping the conflict and 
civil fighting in the important coastal city. The activities 
of relief organizations in Kismaayo and other cities of 
southern, east-central, and northern Somalia are pro- 
ceeding well, according to stetements of officials of these 
organizations. 


In statements by Mr. Jonathan Howe, the UN represen- 
tative in) Somalia, about conditions in Somalia outside 
the zone of influence of General Mohamed Farah Aidid, 
the international representative, who is of American 
origin, said that UN humanitarian and security plans in 
the other parts of Somalia face no problems or chal- 
lenges. The 20-tribe agreement in Kismaayo, whose 
signing the UN representative said he attended, has 
provided a degree of security, harmony, and stability in 
a region that was the scene of struggle and conflict 
between the two warring alignments in Somalia: the 
alliance of General Aidid, and the forces of General 
Mohamed Hersi Morgan. 


As is well-known, Belgian forces under UN control are 
directing security and development operations in Kis- 
maayo. They faced many difficulties and security prob- 
lems because of tribal conflict among mutually antago- 
nistic tribal groups in the city. The city’s trade and 
economic activities have long been direcied by the 
Majerteen, who belonged originally to the Darod tribes. 
Other tribal groupings are also present in and around 
Kismaayo, most of them linked to the extensive Harti 
tribal group, to which three Darod tribes—the Majer- 
teen, the Dulbahante, and Warsangeli—belong. It does 
not include the Ogaden, who are connected to the Darod 
as a larger tribal container. 


In the other Somali regions—central, eastern, northern, 
and the remaining tribal districts and regions—similar 
processes of tribal reconciliation are taking place, and 
international efforts in the areas of security and relief are 
facing no notable difficulties. 


Measures to establish local tribal administrations with 
UN development and security support are continuing 
uninterruptedly in accordance with the decisions of the 
Addis At aba peace conference held last March. The 
conferenc* approved the formation of such regional 
entities, from which the other organizations of the [gov- 
ernment] pyramid are supposed to come. This includes 
the formation of a national parliament, a presidential 
council, and a national administration for the capital 
Mogadishu, with the provision that the transition step 
would follow developmental and political preparations. 
This transition period would end in five years, after 
which general elections would be held in the country. 
Permanent governing institutions would be formed after 
the elections. 


However, it appears that dangerous security develop- 
ments in the capital Mogadishu, or at least in its 
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southern part, have led to the suspension of all these 
measures and developments. Three months have passed 
since the date set for convening the proposed provisional 
national assembly in Mogadishu. The other constitu- 
tional institutions were to emerge from this assembly. 


General Aidid, who attended the Addis Ababa peace 
conference and signed the agreement, has raised anew 
the subject of tribal representation in the provisional 
national assembly, the government, and other proposed 
ins‘itutions of the Somali state. He has said that some 
organizations that had no role in toppling Siad Barre and 
no popular or tribal presence in the country were brought 
together in Addis Ababa and allowed to sign the agree- 
ment. The wish is for them to have representation in the 
transitional institutions. General Aidid says that this will 
give his tribal opponents from the Darod and Abgal 
superiority over him. 


This dispute has been the main issue causing problems, 
because al! the signatories to the Addis Ababa agreement 
have clung to their claim [to representation] in the 
transitional government. Their alliance with former 
president Ali Mahdi Mohamed, General Aidid’s main 
opponent, has inflamed and deepened the disputes. 
However, General Aidid himself formed an alliance with 
other tribal forces before these groups allie? with Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed. One of General Aidid’s alliances 
included General Ahmed Omar Jays (Ogaden) and Abdi 
Warsame Isaaq. The same alliance included the Rahan- 
weyn and Hawadle tribes, but these two have withdrawn 
from the alliance with General Aidid and drawn closer to 
the alliance against him. 


This is what re.ders imprecise the assertion that General 
Aidid represents Somali popular weight against the 
United Nations and the American forces, even though 
the use of religious slogans by Aidid and his aides against 
the Americans and against Dr. Butrus-Ghali has won 
some sympathy in the capital Mogadishu or among 
ordinary people who object in principle to American 
policy in the Horn of Africa. 


As for the disagreemert between Italy and the United 
Nations, which basically is a disagreemeiit between the 
United States and Italy, the announcement that Italian 
troops would be withdrawn from the north of the capital 
Mogadishu and head north into the Somali provinces 
does not mean that Italian forces will enter the “Repub- 
lic of Somaliland” in the north of the country. The 
intention, as understood, is for an Italian deployment in 
the northeast and north central districts, which are 
districts of influence of tribes other than the Hawiye. 
The deployment of Italian forces in the northeast in 
particular may have been close to General Mohamed 
Farah Aidid’s center of tribal influence in the Mudug 
area and around Galcaio. It has always been feared that 
General Aidid would move additional tribal groupings 
from there toward the capital Mogadishu to occupy more 
of its southern parts. These parts originally were cleared 
of their Darod or other inhabitants, and most of the 
houses were turned over to Aidid’s tribal followers who 
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had left the south fleeing from areas of conflict with the 
Darod to draw closer to the center of the government, 
which it was assumed would be in their hands if General 
Aidid ruled Somalia as successor to deposed president 
Siad Barre. This issue in particular constitutes the basic 
point of conflict between General Aidid and his tribal 
opponents, wh are demanding equal democratic oppor- 
tunities in the country’s coming government. 


As for what some diplomatic circles here in the region 
and perhaps throughout the world see as the inevitability 
of America’s response or retaliation for the murder of 
four of its soldiers, the diplomatic and military con- 
sensus in the region thinks that a decisive battle will 
inevitably occur between General Aidid and the interna- 
tional and particularly the American forces. 


American and international forces have been rumored to 
be preparing a special incursion force with Somali ele- 
ments alongside the Americans to seize General Aidid, 
who has gone underground among his supporters in 
southern Mogadishu, especially the Medina quarter near 
the coast and the airport, a major stronghold of the 
Habar Gidir and of strict Islamic groups that have come 
out of the same tribe. They had points of views dis- 
agreeing with General Aidid, but tribal necessities and 
the intensifying conflict between Aidid and the Ameri- 
cans formed the ground for an agreement and alliance 
between the two sides. General Aidid’s calls for jihad 
have come to be transmitted from the communications 
media of this relatively organized Islamic group that is 
thought to have financial resources reaching it from 
outside the borders. 


Tanzania 


MP’s Demand Apology From Zanzibari Head 
Over ICO Issue 


AB2008091793 Paris AFP in English 0238 GMT 
20 Aug 93 


[By Hamidu Bisanga] 


[Excerpt] Dar es Salaam, Aug 20 (AFP)}—Tanzanian 
members of parliament have demanded an apology from 
Zanzibar’s President Salmin Amour over the island’s 
controversial ties with the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. The MPs have called on Amour who is also 
Tanzania’s second vice-president, to apologize to back- 
benchers for remarks he made in February when it first 
became known that Zanzibar had covertly joined the 
OIC the previous December. 


The move by Zanzibar to become an OIC member 
created a political uproar on the mainland where politi- 
cians protested that it violated the Union’s secular 
Constitution. Zanzibar has since withdrawn from the 
Islamic grouping though it st’! denies that its OIC 
membership violated the Constit tion. 
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In a heated debate on Wednesday, MPs said they wanted 
a formal apology from Amour who told parliament in 
Dodoma in February to desist from questioning the 
Zanzibar’s IOC entry. He warned that by doing so, they 
would only be “shaking the matchbox”. 


Gideon Senyagwa, MP for Kongwa in the central region 
of Dodoma, tareatened on Wednesday [18 August] to 
»lock estimates of the second vice-president’s office, 
.nless Amour apologised to the House for his February 
remarks. Senyagwa accused the Zanzibazi president of 
lowering the dignity of Parliament. He was supported by 
other backbenchers who said Amour’s statement was 
meant to scare them from questioning the constitutional 
legality of Zanzibar’s OIC membership. 


The MPs only withdrew their threat to block the esti- 
mates after Prime Minister John Malecela intervened 
and pleaded with them, saying “it was igh time for 
reconciliation and healing of wounds”. “Let us take 
confidence-building measures. As we have already 
opened many wounds, let us start dressing them’’, 
Malecela pleaded. 


Mainlanders criticised what they perceived as a move to 
make Zanzibar an “Islamic state within a united repub- 
lic’, calling it an attempt to break up the 29-year-old 
political union. The issue took a dramatic turn on 
Monday [! 6 August] when during a budget session some 
58 MPs initiated a motion seeking creation of a third 
government for mainland Tanganyika, in addition to the 
Union government based in Dar es Salaam and the 
autonomous government in Zanzibar. The issue was 
further aggravated early this week when the now retired 
former Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere openly 
accused the government of his successor, President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi, of violating the Constitution—the 
supreme law of the state—and of being hypocritical. The 
much-respected Nyerere accused Tanzanian MPs of 
being “lame” by allowing themselves to be “‘cowed 
down” by the administration to close their eyes when 
“actually the law of the land was being violated””’. 


The accusation emboldened the parliamentarians and 
they subsequently lashed out both at the union and 
Zanzibar Governments and demanded disciplinary 
action be taken against officials responsible for the OIC 
move. 


The OIC issue could be [a] turning point in Tanzania’s 
democratisation after the country’s 25 years of single- 
pariy socialist rule, as MPs may henceforth refuse to 
succumb to government pressure to bulldoze issues 
through the House, observ :s here noted. [passage 
omitted] 


Zanzibar President, Sudanese Envoy Discuss 
Terrorism Claims 

EA1908174793 Zanzibar Voice of Tanzania in Swahili 
1200 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] The president of Zanzibar, Dr. Salmin Amour, 
has said the time has come for African countries to show 
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more solidarity in finding solutions to problems facing 
the continent. He said to solve problems facing African 
countries there is great need for these countries to assist 
each other in various matters. 


Dr. Salmin said this today at State House in Zanzibar, 
when he met Sudan’s an:bassador to Tanzania, (Charles 
M. De Wol). He said it is dangerous for African countries 
to fail to create methods for solving their problems and 
instead to rely on assistance from developed countries, 
particularly in matters in which African countries can 
assist each other. 


The president of Zanzibar said it is delusionary tc ‘hink 
that assistance from big powers will be able to eliminate 
all the problems facing African countries. Speaking 
about the situation in Sudan, Dr. Salmin Amovur said 
Tanzania would like to see the return of a tranquil 
situation and is ready to help bring tiis about. 


The Sudanese ambassador commended the contribution 
made by Tanzania in supervising the existenc: of a 
peaceful and tranquil situation in neighboring countries. 
He opposed the explanations being issued [of the situa- 
tion in Sudan] and the inclusion of Sudan on the list of 
countries which help promote terrorist activities. The 
ambassador said statements have been issued as a result 
of the decision by some Western countries, but there is 
no evidence of Sudan being connected with these claims. 
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Uganda 


Egypt’s Musa Delivers Mubarak Message to 
President 


NC1908170793 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1624 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


[Text] Kampala, 19 Aug (MENA)—Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni received a message from President 
Husni Mubarak on African affairs of mutual interest and 
coordination and cooperation between African countrics 
to set a clear development program for the Organization 
of African Unity to cope with the problems before the 
African continent. 


The message was delivered by Foreign Minister ‘Amr 
Musa when President Museveni received him today. 


Musa arrived in Uganda earlier today where he met 
upon arrival with Ugandan Foreign Minister aul 
hKawanga Ssemogerere. They discussed ways to develop 
—— relations, especially in the trade and economic 
ields. 


Musa’s visit to Uganda comes at the beginning of an 
African tour that _ncludes Mozambique, Zambia, Zim- 
babww, Namibia, and Kenya. 
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Buthelezi Warns April Elections To Result in 
Civil War 

MB2008070493 Umtata Capital R.iio in English 0500 
GMT 20 Aug 93 


[Text] IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has accused the government and ANC [African 
National Congress] of coliuding to share power. 


Addressing a rally at the Pietermaritzburg City Hall 
yesterday, Buthelezi a!so says civil war will be the result 
of next year’s pronosed general election. The IFP leader 
has also restated his conditions for his party’s return to 
the negotiating table. Buthelezi says unless his org aniza- 
tion can make the government change their positions, 
Jnkatha won’t return to the talks. He says proposals for 
an elected constituent assembly are unacceptable, and he 
says other negotiators should accept his plan for a 
federation of ethnic states. 


Survey on Political Parties’ White Afrikaner Support 


MB1808 131593 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
15 Aug 93 p 2 


[Report by Jack Viviers on a “special” RAPPORT 
survey by the African Center for Applied Research 
Technology conducted among white Afrikaans-speaking 
South Africans] 


[Text] The National Party [NP] is still the most popular 
political home for Afrikaans-speaking whites in the country. 
More than 40 percent would vote for this party today. 


As against the NP’s 4:.1 percent, the Conservative Party 
[CP] wouid get 13.5 percent of the votes from Afrikaans- 
speaking whites, while the Inkatha Freedom Party would 
occupy third position with 8.5 percent. 


The Afrikaner National Front would get 6.9 percent of 
the votes while the Afrikaner National Union could 
expect just as little white support as the ANC [African 
National Congress]---1.1 percent. 


The Democratic Party would fare even worse—with 3 
percent—than the Afrikaner Resistance Movement, 
which would get 4.7 percent of voter support. The party 
that would likely fare the worst is the HNP [Reformed 
National Party] with only three out of every 1,000 
votes—0.3 percent. 


There are 52 out of every 1,000 voters who say they 
would not vote, and out of every 1,000 people, 95 are 
uncertain as to where they would make their cross. And 
5.1 percent of those who were asked which party they 
would vote for if a ger cral election were to be held today 
simply remained silent. 


The researchers also discovered that as assessed against 
previous surveys, the group that does not know or is 
uncertain about its political position appears to be growing. 


On the three key questions as to who should be the 
country’s political leader, the leader of the Afrikaner 
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people, and the leader of most whites, 24 nercent, 22 
percent and 29 percent respectively did not respond. 


This tendency could very easily point to the fact that current 
events in the country are making the voter public uneasy 
and causing them to reflect on their traditional support. 


It does not, however, mean that they will not vote, but 
rather that the politics of the day have not yet fully been 
put into perspective within the party-political spectrum. 
Not a single one of the pouitical parties has to date vome 
forward with an election manifesto, and many people do 
not as yet know exactly how to differentiate and decide 
between the various parties. 


But it can be expected that as we move closer to the 
election and with public debates gathering momentum, 
many voters wili ultimately adopt a stand. 


Afrikaner Front “zis * oreign Support on Nation 
State 


MB1808 112393 
15 Aug 93 p 4 


cannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 


[Report by Z.B. du Toit] 


[Text] The Afrikaner National Front [AVF] wants to 
convince the outside world to lend support to its plan for 
a nation state to the north of the country. 


RAPPORT has gathered from a reliable source that two 
leading figures in the AVF, General Constand Viljoen and 
Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg, supported by the Conservative 
Party’s spokesman on foreign affairs, Tom Langley, on 
Saturday addressed foreign diplomats in Pretoria about 
their plan. The meeting, reportedly attended by represen- 
tatives of virtually the whole diplomatic corps, included 
several ambassadors. This follows several discussions the 
AVF held earl er with individual ambassadors. Sources in 
the AVF are claiming that their proposa's have been well 
received by the diplomats concerned. 


The AVF’s strategy to make overtures to foreign govern- 
ments coincides with optimism that its talks with the 
government—one was held on Friday, a third wil! be on 
Tuesday—will culminate, in a breakthrough. “The gov- 
ernment now acknowledges that it cannot disregard the 
AVF,” General Major Tienie Groenewald of the AVF 
said on Friday. It is hoped that foreign governments will 
exert pressure on the headstrong ANC [African National 
Congress]. 


Meanwhile, tomorrow is the AYF’s target date for its 
mobilization campaign against the proposed dissolving 
of current local governments. Meetings are being 
arranged countrywide to coincide with polls to assess 
right-wing resistance against joint city councils. 


This strategy will be followed by a so-called “pressure 
phase” which will culminate in campaigns at Parliament 
when the latter meets in September for a short session. 
Petitions will be handed tc MPs in which they will be 
requested to vote against the planned constitution. 
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Afrikaner Union Statement on Status of Afrikaans 
Language 

MB1908 101893 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0858 
GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 19 SAPA—The Afrikaner Volksunie 
[Afrikaner National Union—AVU] on Thursday sup- 
ported State President F. W. de Klerk’s stance that the 
status of Afrikaans as an official language in a post- 
apartheid South Africa was non-negotiable. 


In a statement AVU leader Andries Beyers said disquiet 
among Afrikaans speakers about the language’s status would 
to a large extent subside if other parties, especially the 
African National Congress [ANC], endorsed this viewpoint. 


Independent reasearch, he said, indicated that Afrikaans 
was used and understood by just as many, if not more, 
people than English. 


Mr de Klerk’s statement was necessary and timeous 
because of widespread speculation that the language 
would lose its official status, he added. 


The AVU campaigned for the recognition of both Afri- 
kaans and English as official languages in the new South 
Africa and for the right of regional parliaments to, 
according to need. acknowlede other languages as official 
languages alongside these two languages. 


Conservative Party Leader Seeks 2-Question 
Referendum 


MB1808114393 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
13 Aug 93 p 1 


[Text] The Conservative Party [CP] is demanding a 
referendum before the end of September 1993 in which 
two vital question on the Afrikaner’s continued existence 
will be asked, CP and Afrikaner National Front leader, 
Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg. said in Bloemfontein. 


The two questions to be asked in such a referendum must 
be: 


—Whether voters accept the draft constitution. 


—Whether a voter wants to be part of our free Republic 
with his/her property. 


It was the first time since his election as leader of the CP 
that Dr. Hartzenberg addressed a provincial congress, in 
this case the Orange Free State CP congress, where he 
received several standing ovations in the course of his 
address. 


He said the state president had a very worried expression 
on his face while addressing the National Party special 
caucus recently 


“Mr. De Klerk said he wanted to go to the people volk 
[nation]. Now I am saying to him, go to the people and 
ask them these two cardinal questions. That is the only 
way to a peaceful solution in South Africa. If the state 
president does not reach the nation, the nation will act 
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on its own to attain its freedom. MK [Umkhonto we 
Sizwe—ANC military wing] and APLA [Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army] are responsible for the violence in 
South Africa. Every time others talk about retaliating 
against the armed attacks from MK and APLA, the 
government says the attacks are coming from all sides.” 


Dr. Hartzenberg spelt out how the APLA-MK terrorists 
have extended their violence to white churches and are 
now intimidating the white business world. 


He warned that the continuing revolution will not bring 
peace, because then a democratic election will have to take 
place under the most violent circumstances imaginable. 


In any case, he does not believe that MK and APLA will 
ever allow a peaceful election. 


Since the government unbanned APLA and MK and 
then conceded to altogether 14 demands by the commu- 
nist alliance, there no longer has been peace in our 
country, and the violence is escalating daily. 


ANC Fears Right-Wing Opposition to Democratic 
Transition 


MB1908 145493 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1325 
GMT 19 Aug 93 


[By Jono Waters] 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 19 SAPA—South Africa faces 
a danger of the right wing opposing a democratic gov- 
ernment, African National Congress [ANC] President 
Nelson Mandela claimed in Johannesburg on Thursday. 
Speaking at the Transport and General Workers Union’s 
[TGWU] national congress, he said the real problem was 
not the threats of black surrogate organisations, but the 
right wing. 


The ANC was going to speak to the right wing to get 
them to join negotiations. “It is the duty of the ANC to 
speak to everyone and bring them into the negotiation 
process.” 


The mistake countries such as Angola and Mozambique 
made after the transition from colonialism was not 
negotiating with the opposition but fighting instead. 
However, the day of the liberation of South Africa’s 
people would happen with or without the mght wing. 
“Not even the right wing can stop us from marching to 
our day of freedom.” 


Mr. Mandela said the ANC had to find ways of 
addressing the fears and concerns of South Africa’s white 
minority. They should not fear a “tit for tat” policy when 
the ANC came to power. 


On negotiations, he said talks with government had 
brought about significant development in the country. In 
addition, the multiparty forum was making excellent 
progress. 
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He dismissed calls for the dismantling of the ANC/South 
African Communist Party/Congress of South African 
Trade Unions [COSATU] alliance, saying those who 
made the calls had not been part of the struggle. They 
had sided with the oppressor and had never suffered 
hunger, been in jail or exile. ‘““We will fight the election 
together and win it together.” 


He added that within COSATU, workers should “sink 
their differences and unite in order to succeed”’. 


ANC’s Sexwale: New Government Does Not 
Mean ‘Harvest Time’ 


MB2008070193 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2115 
GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 19 SAPA—A new government 
would not mean harvest time for South Africans, rather 
people should plough and develop the country, African 
National Congress [ANC] PWV [Pretoria, Wi.wa- 
tersrand, Vereeniging] Regional Chairman Tokyo Sex- 
wale said at Mamelodi near Pretoria on Thursday. 


Rehashing former U.S. President John F. Kennedy’s 
question, he said people should not ask what a new 
government could do for them, but rather what they 
could do for the country. 


Speaking on behalf of ANC President Nelson Mandela at 
the opening of a road built by township residents, Mr 
Sexwale said the project should be an example to the 
future government in that it should not overspend on 
machines, but concentrate on training people and cre- 
ating jobs. 


He said the project should lead the way for more 
programmes such as the building of houses and bridges, 
and people should be trained to do the job. Mr Sexwale 
warned that people should not believe a new government 
would change things overnight. 


A new government did not mean harvest time, but 
meant the people of South Africa were going to plough 
and develop the country. 


The 1.35km road was built by members of the commu- 
nity as a pilot project of the National Labour Intensive 
Project Trust. 


Government Negotiations With Striking Teachers 
Deadlock 


MB1908174993 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Salary negotiations in Cape Town between the 
government and striking teachers have reached a dead- 
lock. A spokesman for the South African Democratic 
Teachers’ Union [SADTU] has blamed the breakdown 
in the negotiations on the intransigence of the depart- 
ment. The Department of Education and Training 
threatened earlier to terminate SADTU’s recognition 
agreement. A spokesman, Mr. Corrie Rademeyer, said in 
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a statement that the department had sent a letter 
informing the union of its intentions to protest against 
the four-day old strike crippling schools in black areas. 
Suspension of SADTU’s recognition agreement means 
that the union will be excluded from the important salary 
negotiations. The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, 
indicated yesterday that the government would not give 
in to SADTU’s demand for an increase of 20 percent. 
Meanwhile, a SADTU spokesman has indicated that 
negotiations are continuing despite the deadlock. 


Right-Wing Unions-NUMSA Strike at 
Anglo-American Plant 


MB1908185293 Johannesburg Afrikaans Stereo Radio 
Network in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Right-wing trade unions and COSATU’s [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions] National Union of 
Metalworkers of South Africa [NUMSA] have joined 
forces and are striking together, possibly for the first 
time in South African labor history. Five unions, repre- 
sented by 3,700 workers, have stopped work at Anglo 
American’s Highveld Steel Plant at Witbank in protest of 
low salaries. NUMSA and the right-wing Mineworkers’ 
Union clashed only last month following the alleged 
assault of a black worker and when several AWB [Afri- 
kaner Resistance Movement] members arrived at the 
plant to protect right-wingers. 


Protesting Students Flood Lecture Halls; 116 
Arrested 


MB2008070093 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0039 
GMT 20 Aug 93 


[By David Isaacson and Francois Pienaar] 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 20 SAPA—About 100 students 
barricaded entrances and flooded lecture halls at the 
University of the Witwatersrand late Thursday night, 
apparently in retaliatory action to the arrests of 116 of 
their comrades. 


Police arrived at the scene but the students had already 
dispersed. By 1am Friday the campus was quiet and a 
police Nyala [armored vehicle] left the scene soon after- 
wards. 


A lecture hall in the FNB [First National Bank] Com- 
merce Building was about one centimetre deep in water, 
while others were littered with rubbish. 


At the Genmin Building, water was still flowing out from 
another water-logged theatre. 


Debris and rubbish bins had to be removed from the 
entrance to the west campus. One beer-wielding student 
was overheard to say as he threw heavy concrete bins 
aside: “Kaffirs! I hate you”. 


A group of students assessing the damage early on Friday 
morning were adamant that those responsibie for the 
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rampage were not members of the South African Stu- 
dents’ Congress. They doubted there would be lectures 
on Friday. The student body’s protest against the uni- 
versity administration turned violent on Thursday as 
police were called in to arrest those disrupting lectures. 


Police fired rubber shotgun rounds and teargas cannis- 
ters before arresting more than 100 stone-throwing stu- 
dents about 4pm. Fourteen students were slightly injured 
and were treated at a police station later, said spokesman 
W/O [Warrant Officer] Andy Pieke. 


University authorities called the police to arrest the pro- 
testing students who threw stones and other objects at the 
SAP [South African Police] men when they arrived. 


Four people—including a pregnant woman, two lec- 
turers and a schoolboy who were arrested in the “confu- 
sion and mayhem’’—were released later, said the 
spokesman. Sixteen students, who also threw stones, 
were detained about noon. They have been offered bail 
of R[{rand]300 each. 


W/O Pieke said those arrested would face charges of 
public violence, and Sasco [South African Students’ 
Congress] members would also be charged with con- 
tempt of court. 


The students also face internal disciplinary hearings to 
decide if they should be suspended, Acting Vice-Rector 
Prof June Sinclair told SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] radio. 


The university obtained a court order recently barring 
students from disruptive activities in their demonstra- 
tions. 


Sasco, accusing the University Council of curbing freedom 
of association, has demanded it be reconstituted. The 
authorities have refused to accede to the demand. 


A student leader also politicised the protest on Thursday 
by demanding more black students be admitted next 
year. “We find that we, the majority in the country, are 
in the minority at the university,” said Zolile Lobi, a 
member of the committee behind the protest. ““We have 
been disrupting classes to rally support of students, 
blacks in particular,” he added. 


Lectures were disrupted when students invaded rooms, 
leapt on desks and toyi-toyied [protest-danced]. 


APLA Claims Attack on East London Oil Depot 
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[Text] East London Aug 20 SAPA—Four men, allegedly 
Cambodian-trained Azanian People’s Liberation Army 
{[APLA] members, fired an RPG-7 rocket at the Engen Cl 
Depot in East London’s west bank on Thursday night. 


The men, also armed with automatic firearms, shot and 
wounded a policeman in a shootout in the city centre 
during their getaway. 
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In a telephone call to SAPA early on Friday, four hours 
after the attack, a man purporting to be a high-ranking 
APLA commander said the attack had been carried out 
to warn other countries not to become involved in South 
Africa. 


The man, who said he was calling from Grahamstown, 
identified himself as Knox Dangile and claimed to be 
“second-in command to APLA Chief Commander 
Rafael Rahunda”’. 


The authenticity of the claim could not be verified. The 
Azanian People’s Liberation Army is the armed wing of 
the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania. 


Mr Dangile claimed the attack had been carried out by a 
unit consisting of four men “who received their training 
in Cambodia in the early eighties’’. 


He said the men “rendevouzed as planned after the 
attack’’, adding that they had not suffered any casualties. 


An RPG-7 rocket launcher had been used in the attack, 
he said, adding that it was “a warning to especially the 
Western imperialists who wish to involve themselves in 
this country to stop doing so now’’. He added that APLA 
“will only stop fighting when Azania is free and returned 
to its rightful owners”’. 


The attack occurred at 10pm when a double explosion 
rocked the suburbs of Sunnyridge and Greenfields. Wit- 
nesses told police they saw two red flames streaking 
towards a four-storey high oil tank. 


A police spokesman, Lt-Col Christo Louw, confirmed on 
Friday an RPG-7 rocket was used in the attack. He 
added the tank, which has a capacity of 5.5 million litres, 
was empty when the rocket hit it. Within minutes of the 
explosions the whole area was cordoned off in terms of 
the Hazardous Chemicals Act and bomb disposal units 
were sent in to search the area. 


Members of the East London dog unit were racing to the 
scene when a vehicle with CB registration (Port Eliza- 
beth) passed them at high speed in the opposite direc- 
tion. The policemen gave chase, forcing the car off the 
road opposite the City Hall in Oxford Street. Col Louw 
said two men rolled out of the vehicle and opened fire on 
the police car with automatic rifles. One of the 
policemen was shot three times in the right arm. A stray 
bullet hit the magazine of his R4 assault rifle which 
exploded in his hands. He was taken to Frere Hospital 
and later transferred to St Dominic’s Hospital where he 
was in a Satisfactory condition late Thursday night. 


The gunmen escaped pursuing police near the MacLean- 
town Road turn-off. 


Asked to comment on the APLA claim, Col Louw said that 
while “we accept that they could be responsible”, it was a 
bit early to confirm the organisation’s involvement. 
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ANC Said To Foil Assassination Attempt on 
Allan Boesak 
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GMT 20 Aug 93 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 20 SAPA—The African National 
Congress’s [ANC] security division believes it has foiled 
“the most serious assassination attempt” on the life of 
western Cape ANC Chairman Dr Allan Boesak. 


At a public meeting in the Somerset West Town Hall this 
week, security guards said they put themselves in the line 
of fire between Dr Boesak and three armed white men 
before taking him to safety through a side door. 


The ANC’s security head for the western Cape, who 
asked to remain anonymous, said the three men 
appeared ‘‘very professional’, wore side-arms in 
shoulder holsters and body armour under their shirts. 


He said the men were at the exit, inside the hall and in the 
gallery, and had acted in a “most professional manner”’. 


“As we moved to obstruct the line of fire, so the man in 
the gallery moved to get a clear sight.” Security guards 
moved behind the man in the gallery, “waiting to take 
him out if he went for his firearm”. 


“He did not go for his firearm, but realised he was being 
watched and dropped his hand.” 


Dr Boesak was escorted to the back of the stage after 
speaking and then taken through a side door. The men 
disappeared in the crowd. 


Taking a pragmatic view of the incident, Dr Boesak said 
he had had “more threats against my life than usual in 
the past few months”. He said he had noticed the three 
men while addressing the meeting, and had “got a 
strange feeling”’. 


The matter was not reported to police, but to the ANC’s 
national headquarters in Johannesburg. 


Car Damaged in Explosion Belonged to Hani 
Bodyguard 
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[Text] Umtata Aug 19 SAPA—A former bodyguard of 
slain South African Communist Party [SACP] leader 
Chris Hani owned the car under which a bomb exploded 
at Butterworth on Wednesday morning, Transkei police 
confirmed on Thursday. A member of Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; MK], the armed wing of the 
African National Congress, said the device exploded 
shortly after 6am when Phumlani Kubukeli usually 
drove to a field to jog. 


Mr. Kubukeli did not go for a run on Wednesday because 
he had to leave at 7am for an appointment, said the MK 
cadre, who declined to be named. Police said the back of 
the Volkswagen Jetta was badly damaged and several 
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windows of Mr. Kubukeli’s flat were shattered. This was 
apparently the second attempt on the bodyguard’s life. 
He was shot at by three men in Soweto in 1991. Police 
are investigating. 


* Recent Police Developments Reported 


Durban’s Field Units 
93AF0649A Pretoria SERVAMUS in English Jun 93 p 52 


[Report by David Strydom; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Members of Durban’s Internal Stability Unit have 
a unique method of executing their duties, and it is 
proving to be successful. The Unit is divided into teams 
(known as Field Units) which consist of six policemen 
each. Every Field Unit has a specific area to patrol. 


SERVAMUS spoke to one of the Unit’s responsible for 
patrolling Durban North. This beat includes everything 
north of the Western Freeway, including Inanda town- 
ship, and the notorious so-called Bombay area. 


Bombay, which is north of the sprawling KwaMashu town- 
ship, has a nasty reputation. “They often shoot at us in 
Bombay,” remarked one policeman. “It’s dangerous there.” 


Be that as it may, the Field Units are producing results. 
For the month of March, 74 firearms had already been 
seized by the 24th. A commander at the Unit told 
SERVAMUS that his men are expected always to give of 
their best. ‘““There’s no window dressing here,” he said. 
“We produce the goods.” 


Figures at the Unit’s disposal reveal that over a period of 
six months, an average 63 weapons were seized by one 
Field Unit. Effectively this means, on average, that each 
member in the Field Unit seized ten weapons a month. 


The commander to whom SERVAMUS spoke, said the 
Field Units were exposed to the gravest danger in the 
course of their duties. “They are performing a high-risk 
job,”’ he confirmed. 


Durban’s Flying Squad 


°"3AF0649B Pretoria SERVAMUS in English Jun 93 
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[Article by David Strydom] 


[Text] [Boxed item] “I am prepared to die in the line of 
duty.” These are the words of a sergeant in the Durban 
Flying Squad. Gavin Smith, aged 23, is divorced and the 
father of two beautiful children. The smart, disciplined 
young man says he is prepared to sacrifice himself for the 
community he serves. He was one of the policemen Crime 
Reporter David Strydom spoke to during a night spent 
with Durban’s elite emergency unit.[end boxed item] 


Lieutenant Atma Jagernath (31) is the enthusiastic duty 
officer for the Squad’s B-relief. This relief, 1 was informed 
on my arrival at C R Swart Square, is the best at the Squad. 
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Lt Jagernath is not about to disagree. ““Look, I’m not going 
to boast, but this is a really nice relief. Everybody gets 
along with one another. We do our job.” 


Those are not idle words. The lieutenant took me along 
to witness just how speedy his men really are. An alarm 
of house-breaking in Berea was attended to by three 
members of the Squad within two minutes. Point taken! 


‘Too many cops’ 


However, some members of the public are still unappre- 
ciative of the Squad’s irreplaceable role in crime preven- 
tion. ““They’ve always got something to say,” says Lt 
Jagernath. “We have had complaints from neighbour- 
hoods which object to a police present: “‘There’s no need 
for all these cops’, they say. And yet, when a crime takes 
place and the police, for some reason, are not at the scene 
within minutes, those same people will whine: ‘Where’s 
a cop when you need one?” 


Ominously Quiet 


After accompanying Lt Jagernath and the section com- 
mander, Warrant-Officer Siddique Mohamed, to a mug- 
ging on Durban’s glorious Golden Mile, the policemen 
make preparations for a mandrax bust. Members of the 
Squad and the Crime Prevention Unit have information 
that 10,000 tablets are to change hands at a certain place, 
at a certain time. After storming the area, a run-down 
scrapyard, nobody except an old man with medication is 
found. It’s only a temporary setback for the Squad. 


Minutes later we are racing down the highway under the 
capable guidance of WO Mohamed and driver Sgt Bob 
Ramsamooj. “There are only 40 members on our shift,” 
WO Mohamed tells me. “About half of them are on the 
road in our nine squad vehicles. We make the most of 
what we have,” he adds. 


We are in the predominantly Indian township of 
Phoenix. “Driving through this area and not being 
familiar with it is like being blind and walking over West 
Street during peak-hour traffic,” WO Mohamed quips. 
Nonetheless, the township is quiet. Ominously so. In fact 
the evening has thus far been largely uneventful, 
although I am left in no doubt of the often stressful work 
undertaken by these policemen. 


Sensing my hunger for action—any action—the conge- 
nial warrant-officer informs me: “I’m leaving you with 
Messina for a while. It doesn’t matter that I’m a warrant- 
officer and he’s a constable, I’ve got a lot of time for him. 
He’s our action man.” 


The warrant and Bob grin at one another, and my 
curiosity is aroused. Just who is Messina? 


Professional partners 


I was introduced to him minutes later. Const Louis 
Messina (24) is married to his job as we!! nis wife. He 
is hooked on adrenalin and, sporting ed dome, 
does not look like someone you’d wa 5 around 
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with. For Louis, police work is everything and, after a few 
hours with this unique character, I realised few policemen 
are as devoted to their job as he is. His enthusiasm is 
driven by the fact that he is protecting ordinary suburban 
and township folk from prowling criminals. 


He has an excellent working relationship with his partner 
and friend, Sgt Gavin Smith. Gavin, a mild-mannered and 
likeable policeman, is as dedicated to his job as Louis is. 
“My girlfriend is very worried about me working outside,” 
Gavin teils me. “She has pleaded with me to give it up, but 
this is my life. I could never give this up.” 


Gavin and Louis take me past the townships of Inanda, 
KwaMashu and Phoenix. Near KwaMashu they point 
out Bombay, the newest war zone with which most 
policemen in Durban are familiar. 


Hair-raising 


For Gavin and Louis, any vehicle is suspect and they check 
registration numbers at random. Sometimes, for whatever 
reason, the vehicles under suspicion accelerate and, to 
catch them, it is necessary for the policemen to match the 
suspect’s speed. A high-speed car chase is, as most 
policemen will confess, addictive, but also hair-raising 
(although that could be a little difficult in Louis’ case!) 


Later, it’s back to WO Mohamed and Bob Ramsamooj, 
and a lesson in commuity relations. A woman’s GTI Golf 
has broken down on the highway, and the warrant does his 
best to assist her. Eventually the policemen get the Golf 
going, and the woman is over-joyed. “You'll never know 
how grateful I am,” she says, before driving off. 


‘Ladies of the night’ 


WO Mohamed takes me to Point Road, a haven for the 
‘ladies of the night’. Escort Agencies are commonplace 
here and the women—some of them attractive—parade 
their ‘beat’ shamelessly. He speaks to a 15-year-old 
coloured girl who has been doing the streets, she says, 
since the age of ten. 


“Don’t you care about your life?” he asks her. She smiles 
sardonically. “No, I don’t care if they put a gun to my 
head and blow my brains out.” 


Her statement is sad, but reflects the dilemma in which 
prostitutes often find themselves. WO Mohamed is sym- 
pathetic, but he realises the diameters of his job do not 
allow the sympathy in a game which can become an 
ruthless as it is unethical. 


My next, and final, adventure with B-relief was on a call 
to an armed robbery near Victoria Bar in Point Road. 
WO Mohamed quickly took control of the situation and 
the suspects were apprehended on the scene. 


Haunting statement 


When I returned to CR Swart Square, I thanked Lt 
Jagernath for the hospitality shown to me by his relief. 
“What else did you expect,” he laughed. “But let me tell 
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you, what we do is not for praise. It is for the public. We 
are serving them.” That, I realised, was evident. 


On my way home, I reflected on the people I had met; 
people of integrity and dedication. All of them, from 
lively Lt Jagernath to easy-going Bob Ramsamooj, had a 
story to tell. But it was Gavin Smith’s statement which 
haunted me. It was a statement of faith, a statement of 
ultimate sacrifice. The South African Police is fortunate 
to have men of his calibre within its ranks. 


[Boxed item] 


Fact File 


Sgt Sadhasivan M Govender (25) is Durban Flying 
Squad’s latest casualty. He was shot twice during a bank 
robbery in West Street on 16th May 1991, but recovered 
in hospital. [end item] 


Murder, Robbery Squad 
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[Article by David Strydom; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] On 23 July 1992 South Africa’s public enemy No. 
1, Subisiso Mkhize (20), was killed as he had lived—by 
the sword. The notorious police-killer, described as a 
modern-day ‘Billy the Kid’, was shot at Isipingo Hills 
after a pitched gun battle lasting more than two hours 
with the police. 


Mkhize died a year after murdering Warrant-Officer 
Pieter Knopp and his dog Kuzak, in an ambush at 
Umbumbulu. Mkhize and his cohorts were also respon- 
sible for the brutal killing of two policemen in Lamon- 
ville township, Constables Michael Venter, aged 22, and 
Tyrell Samuels, aged 20, on 19 July 1992. 


SE!. «AMUS has learned, from a reliable source in the 
Murder & Robbery Squad, that the murder of Michael and 
Tyrell was a “revenge” attack. After one of his cohorts had 
been killed, Mkhize swore vengeance on the S.A. Police. 
Michael and Tyrell bore the brunt of that vengeance. 


Mkhize was being sought for several counts of murder 
and attempted murder. The police began an intensive 
search for him, and investigations revealed that he was 
controlling the criminal elements in the Umbumbulu/ 
Folweni area. Information as to his whereabouts was, 
however, scarce. 


By November 1991, all informer networks had been 
exhausted. Mkhize was sighted twice by police, but man- 
aged, on both occasions, to escape. On the second occa- 
sion, a shootout claimed the life of one of his accomplices. 


During the search for Mkhize, his participation in 
numerous, unreported criminal activities was revealed. 
However, his reputation in the black community as a 
ruthless killer intimidated any potential informers, who 
feared reprisals. 
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During December 1991, detectives, under the command 
of Captain Johan Booysen of Murder & Robbery, were 
assigned to track down Mkhize. The Squad, motivated 
and articulate, recruited informers, and hundreds of 
manhours were spent ollowing-up every available clue. 


During July 1992, the Squad received valuable evidence 
from an informer that Mkhize was hiding out in Isip- 
ingo. The informer, who had painstakingly been fol- 
lowing Mkhize’s movements, revealed the precise loca- 
tion of the house in which Mkhize was hiding. 


On 23 July, the Squad acted. With members of the local 
Dog Unit, they approached the house in which Mkhize was 
hiding. The police came under heavy gunfire. During the 
shootout, Sgt Adrian Ash (26) of the Dog Unit and Sgt 
Ngabiselwa J Chiliza (45) of Murder & Robbery, were 
seriously wounded and had to be evacuated. 


But Mkhize did not go down in a blaze of glory. His last 
shootout with the police did not result in any police deaths. 


Increased faith 


Mkhize’s death was a major breakthrough for the police, 
and probably did much to increase faith in the police 
among the local black community. Had Mkhize not been 
killed, several more lives would by now almost certainly 
have been lost. 


Of note is the invaluable role played in the Mkhize saga 
by the informer. “‘The informer in this case was one of 
the few who was prepared to assist the police in the 
tracing of Mkhize, and if it were not for his endeavours, 
Mkhize and his cohorts would still be running amok,” 
said Captain Booysen. 


Capt Booysen reveals that Mkhize had a “reasonable” 
following, “more so by people who had proclaimed the 
police as their enemies.” On these grounds, the 
informer’s identity was not revealed, and he was not 
requested to testify in court. 


A reward of R50,000-00 [as published] was paid to the 
informer. 


Speaking of Mkhize, Capt Booysen said: “He was a good 
shot. I had respect for him as an adversary.” 


Capt Booysen told SERVAMUS that Mkhize’s declara- 
tion of war against the KwaZulu and South African 
Police services could be traced back to 1990 when 
Mkhize’s father, a prominent ANC activist, was killed, 
apparently for no reason, by a KwaZulu policeman. 


In a statement after Mkhize’s death, Murder & Robbery 
said although it had been suspected all along that Mkhize 
had contact with the ANC, it was established beyond 
doubt that he was a member of the organisation. “This 
became clear after the ANC made several statements to 
the media pertaining to Mkhize’s activities and death.” 
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Reign of terror 


Earlier this year, a five-man gang of suspected police 
killers gained prominence in the KwaMashu area. Inves- 
tigations by Murder & Robbery revealed that the five 
men—Ziza Nyawase (20), his brother Lugela (21), Phila 
Sithole (21), Mdumiseni Zunga (19) and Mandla Kha- 
nyile (20)}—had targeted policemen from the SAP [South 
African Police] and the KZP [KwaZulu Police] so they 
could rob them of their firearms. 


The gang began their reign of terror in October 1992 
when they murdered one KZ policeman, and wounded 
two of his colleagues. Later in the month it was reported 
that they had attempted to murder another member of 
the KZP. 


In February 1993, the gang murdered two detectives, one 
from the KZP and the other from the SAP. Later that 
month the gang shot and wounded Durban Stability 
Unit’s Const Brendon de Gouvela at a Glenashley 
butchery in Durban. 


Daring escape 


On 7 March, Murder & Robbery followed-up on infor- 
mation which led to the arrest of Ziza Nyawase. How- 
ever, the handcuffed Nyawase managed to escape from 
the Squad’s office at C R Swart Square. 


At 22:50 on 9 March, Nyawase was identified by detec- 
tives in KwaMashu. He opened fire on the police, and 
was killed in the ensuing gunbattle. He still had one cuff 
on a wrist. 


On 11 March, detectives from Murder & Robbery 
stopped a vehicle at Ntuzuma, near KwaMashu, and 
were shot at by Zunga and Khanyile. The detectives 
returned fire, and both suspects were killed. 


That night, information led detectives to a house in Kwa- 
Mashu. Sithole, realising he was cornered, opened fire on 
the policemen. They returned fire and Sithole was killed. 


Murder & Robbery detectives traced Lugela Nyawase to 
a house in KwaMashu the following day. Members of 
Durban Stability Unit’s elite Reaction Squad were 
involved in house penetration when Nyawase pointed a 
firearm at the policemen. A fierce gunbattle ensued in 
which Nyawase was killed. 


MK members 


Six firearms, including two .38 special revolvers, were 
seized from the members of the gang. The Nyawase 
brothers were also linked to several armed robberies, one 
of which had claimed the life of a shopkeeper at Empan- 
geni on the Natal North Coast. 


Lugela Nyawase and Phila Sithole were identified as 
trained members of Umkhonto we Sizwe. 


SERVAMUS spoke to the Murder & Robbery com- 
mander, Lt-Col Vlaggies Roux, in his office at C R Swart 
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Square. “I am very proud of my men. It is an honour for 
me to work with them,” said the softly-spoken, gentle- 
manly commander. 


He added that he has the greatest respect for his black 
members. “They must be commended. Their lives are 
always in danger. They have to go home and face their 
communities every night.” 


The relationship in the Squad between black and white 
members, is remarkable. The members braai and socia- 
lise together regularly. Theirs is an unwritten bond which 
ties one member of the Squad to the other. 


Is this perhaps the secret of their success? It is difficult to 
be sure. What is clear, however, is the fact that this 
Squad produces results. In the process, they have earned 
the respect of the community. They deserve commenda- 
tion and our highest praise. 


[Boxed item] 


Fact File 


According to a spokesperson, Durban’s Murder & Rob- 
bery Squad has the highest success rate in the country as 
regards the tracking down of killers. [end item] 


Township Crime: New Unit 


93AF0649D Cape Town THE ARGUS in English 
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[Text] A new police unit has been formed in an effort to 
combat violent township crime. 


Peninsula murder and robbery unit chief Colonel 
Leonard Knipe has been appointed commander, violent 
crime, to coordinate the manpower of the riot and 
violence unit headed by Major Derrick Joubert, the gang 
unit commanded by Major Hein Smit and the firearm 
unit under Captain Mellville Cloete. 


Colonel Knipe will be able to call on manpower from the 
units for specific operations. 


Major-General Nick Snyman, deputy regional commis- 
sioner of crime combating and investigation, said police 
had difficulty investigating violent township crime 
because communities did not co-operate. 


Police were aware that people were scared to offer 
information, fearing intimidation. 


He said information from the public about crime was 
vitally important and police would do everything in their 
power to protect people providing it. 


“All information given will be regarded as confidential 
and the normal rewards will be offered,” said General 
Snyman. 
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Robbery Reaction Unit 
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[Article by Nick Olvari] 


[Text] Moving slowly along the line of parked cars, a 
man glanced furtively into each until he saw a handbag 
on a seat. 


Within seconds, he had broken in—but as he reached for 
the loot, he was surrounded and arrested. 


Undercover members of the SAP’s [South African 
Police] robbery reaction unit had been tailing him for 
three hours, waiting for him to make his move. 


The most remarkable thing about these tough, well- 
drilled cops is their supreme skill in picking a criminal 
out of a crowd. Their ability to stay hidden is pretty 
impressive, too. 


There’s an old saying about setting a thief to catch a 
thief. 


But my bet is that this method is not hal! as effective as 
relying on a policeman to do the job. 


Looking more like students or casual shoppers, the unit 
has patrolled city streets 14 hours a day, six days a week 
since 1986. That takes dedication and great physical 
resilience. 


It is the only unit of its kind on the Witwatersrand, and 
it usually focuses on the CBD {Central Business District] 
and its fringe. 


But its 35 members, operating in shifts from dawn until 
almost midnight, go wherever robbery and street crime 
are becoming a problem. 


Their specialities are car thefts and shop crime, although 
they also deal with armed robberies. 


““We’re the guys who don’t wear bullet-proof vests,” said 
one veteran. 


When Metro went on patrol with the unit, it was aston- 
ishing how their suspicions were alerted by certain 
people moving in a large crowd. 


Clothing, a certain way of walking, loitering, the com- 
pany suspects keep—these and other clues trigger police 
interest. 


Once a suspect is identified, the car is parked and he is 
followed on foot before he is apprehended. 


“The men always work in groups of three as many 
criminals carry knives, at least,” said acting unit com- 
mander Warrant Officer Fanie Sauerman. 


“Criminals are having less and less regard for human life.”’ 
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The patrol is a mine of information. The time to beware of 
necklace snatchers is between | pm and 2 pm. As far as 
tourists go, they’re at their most vulnerable later in the week. 


Try and spot the lads next iime you’re out. But don’t 
look too shifty—or they could pounce when you get into 
your Car. 


Strategic Management Plan 
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[Article by Willem Steenkamp] 


[Text] For the first time in years there has been no 
increase in serious crime in the Western Cape, say police, 
thanks to a comprehensive strategic management plan 
launched to combat the spiralling crime rate. 


Although the crime rate is still high, the past financial year 
was the first in five years to show no annual increase over 
the previous year. Also for the first time in five years the 
police improved their success rate in solving crimes. 


Thus was announced during a special conference in Cape 
Town hosted by Lieutenant General Nick Acker, 
regional commissioner of the police in the Western Cape 
and also chairman of the Strategic Plan Implementation 
Committee (SPIC). 


General Acker yesterday announced the first year’s 
results of the strategic management plan launched last 
April, and described strategies to combat crime and 
improve the image and effectiveness of the police in the 
next five years. 


He said that since November last year all the adminis- 
tration pertaining to crime had been computerised in six 
of the 12 police districts. This had greatly improved the 
police’s operational capacity. 


““On the crime front we focused on crime prevention and 
the improvement of the solving of serious crimes 
through effective planning. The improved use of avail- 
able manpower and resources brought the police much 
closer to establishing a safer and happier community,” 
said General Acker. 


Figures supplied in the report on the strategic manage- 
ment plan for the past financial year indicated substan- 
tial successes in combating crime. 


The police had an average success rate in crime solving 
of 60 percent in the 1991/92 and 1992/93 financial years 
Their success rate last year went up to 62 percent. The 
police hope to increase this figure to about 64 percent. 


The police announced also that a total of 1,746 criminal 
cases were reported against members of the police in the 
last financial year. This was 126 up on the previous 
financial year, but there were convictions in only 91 cases. 
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Explosives: New System 


93AF0649G Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 May 93 p 2 


[Text] Cape Town—Police have launched a new system, 
involving an industrial vacuum cleaner and tough, 
plastic gauze-like material, to enable sniffer dogs to pick 
up the scent of explosives. 


And in Cape Town yesterday to demonstrate its effec- 
tiveness was Natie, an eight-year-old cross Dobermann/ 
bloodhound, with his handler Detective-Sergeant Fried- 
erick Falk and instructor Warrant-Officer Japie van der 
Ryst of the police dog school in Pretoria. 


Van der Ryst explained: “This new system, called SOS, 
operates with an industrial vacuum cleaner, and 
attached to the nozzle is a small, blue plastic tube with a 
rol! of tough gauze-like material. 


“The material is designed to pick up the smell of 
explosives, and once the vacuum cleaner has been used 
in a car or a house, the tube is taken off the nozzle with 
tweezers and given to the dog to sniff, so that there is no 
human scent on the material.” 


If any explosive material, such as a bomb, were in the car 
or house, the material would pick it up. The dog would 
then lie down or sit next to the tube to indicate the 
presence of explosives. 


The device was developed by a private company, and the 
police have already used it successfully to find weapons 
stashed in a house and fjrearms in a car. 


“It could also be used at roadblocks with great success,” 
Van der Ryst said. 


Falk said that with the new device it was not necessary 
for explosives experts to gain access to a house or car 
because the vacuum cleaner nozzle could simply be 
passed through a window. 


Other sniffer dogs would now be trained countrywide, 
using the same procedure. 


Country Cuts Visa Requirements for U.S., Other 
Citizens 


MB2008 103893 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 1800 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Some of the red tape tying up trips to this country 
by overseas visitors has | (. South Africa has 
dropped visa requirement ort holders from the 
United States, the 12 Euro; munity nations and 
Canada. 


A move which comes into effect immediately is seen as 
an important signal for the world that the country is 
open for contact and trade. The liberalization of travel 
regulations applies for business, holiday or even transit 
purposes. The other countries where visas are no longer 
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required include Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
Namibia, Austria, Brazil, Chile, Botswana, Ireland, Sin- 
gapore and Switzerland. 


Reserve Bank Official on Debt Rescheduling 


MBi808163293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1603 
GMT 18 Aug 93 


[By Sean Feely] 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 18 SAPA—Reserve Bank 
Exchange Control General Manager John Postmus said 
Wednesday political issues had to be sorted out before a 
deal on South Africa’s foreign debt could be concluded. 
He told a banking conference in Johannesburg that the 
“technical negotiations” had largely been wrapped up on 
the re-negotiation of some 5.5-billion US dollars within 
the standstill net. “The negotiations have technically 
been done, there are a few issues to be sorted out on the 
political side.”” However, Mr Postmus was confident the 
deal to foreign creditor banks on the rescheduling of that 
debt under the third interim arrangement would be 
made before the end of September this year. “(The deal) 
will stretch the 5.5-billion dollars over a number of years 
and make it the final payment, so we won't have to 
re-negotiate again,” he said. 


South Africa was forced to adopt rescheduling agreement 
of debt owed to foreign creditor banks in 1985 as interna- 
tional institutions suspended new credit due to political 
turbulence in the country. South Africa could not meet the 
obligations under the third rescheduling agreement as the 
country did not have the foreign reserves, which were 
currently around 2.5-billion dollars, he said. 


The Reserve Bank is consulting with the African 
National Congress, which is seen as a government in 
waiting, on the debt standstill arrangement. 


Trade Surplus Decreases in July 


MB1808192093 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1343 
GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 18 SAPA—South Africa’s 
monthly trade surplus shrank in July as imports surged 
and exports registered nominal growth, figures released 
Wednesday by the Department of Customs and Excise 
show. The monthly surplus slipped 13 per cent to 
R[rand]2.1-billion from R2.4-billion in June as imports 
increased nine per cent to R5.2-billion and exports 
gained two per cent to R7.3-billion. Cumulative exports 
for the first seven months of the year were R44.2-billion 
compared to the same period a year ago of R38.7-billion. 
Cumulative imports in the seven month period reached 
R32.8-billion against R29.1-billion a year ago. 


Analysts said the strong uptick in goods and services into 
the country was a result of importers making payments 
for products before the rand depreciated further. A 
weakening rand exchange rate, as widely forecast by 
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economists, would make imports more expensive. Sim- 
ilarly, trade observers said exporters could be holding 
back the receipt of payment in order to benefit from the 
fall in the rand. 


The increase in exports was led largely by increased 
inflows [as received] of products classified under the 
precious and semi-precious stones category. The import 
of machinery and related equipment also registered 
strong growth. However, the import of agriculturaily 
related products continued its subsiding trend following 
the end of the drought earlier this year. 


Export volumes in most categories were subdued. 


Trade with Europe and Asia continued to increase while 
the flow of goods and services between South Africa and 
the African continent and the United States generally 
held at last year’s levels. 


South African Press Review for 20 Aug 
MB2008 135893 


[Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


“Two-Table” Concept Keeps Door Open for IFP— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 20 August in a 
page 8 editorial believes President de Klerk’s “two-table 
option, in which multiparty negotiations proceed in 
tandem with bilateral talks between his administration 
and Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP],” is a “potentially useful notion.” However, THE 
STAR notes two “weaknesses”: “The IFP will be repre- 
sented by proxy at the main discussions, hardly a satis- 
factory arrangement; and the IFP can reject the final 
agreement, contending that it was not a signatory to it. 
These difficulties have been cov), ounded by the IFP’s 
early dismissal of the ‘two-tat » cept.” THE STAR 
believes that by floating the tw. -'abic notion, President 
de Klerk “has two objectives i md. His immediate 
aim is to put pressure on the Irr to rejoin the main 
negotiations by reaffirming that they will continue 
whether or not the IFP is there. At the same time he is, 
quite rightly, keeping the door open for the IFP.” 


SOWETAN 


Time To Call IFP Bluff—‘Whether State President F.W. 
de Klerk is becoming tough as he girds his loins for the 
coming elections is moot, but calling the IFP’s bluff is long 
overdue,” declares Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 20 August in a page 12 editorial. The IFP negotiator 
Walter Felgate “is not only bad news for the Inkatha 
Freedom Party, but for the entire country.” “It is 
becoming clear that most parties in Cosag [Concerned 
South Africans Group] are prepared to put their case at the 
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forum rather than boycott it, except for Inkatha. We do not 
think the country can be held to ransom by one party for so 
long. The best thing is to call their bluff, dangerous as that 
might be, and move the process onwards.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Call for Integration of Armed Forces—A page 32 edito- 
rial in Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in English 
for 20-26 August notes that “the occupation by disgrun- 
tled Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation, MK— 
ANC imuilitary wing] cadres of the African National 
Congress’ |ANC} Durban offices has highlighted the 
plight of a group of South Africans whose status is 
changing ‘rom that of heroes of the people to victims of 
a political process over which they have no influence.” 
“MK cadres need help. In the interests of a country torn 
by violence where there are already too many trained 
gunmen on the loose, the multiparty forum must take 
immediate steps to provide them with food and shelter. 
Assembly points must be created and money for stipends 
found. More critically, the South African Defence Force 
and the ANC, along with the other major players, must 
acce'erate the integration of all armed forces, so that MK 
cadres can be absorbed in their entirety.” 


Power Moves to World Trade Center Negotiators— 
“Nothing has more clearly demonstrated the govern- 
ment’s increasing inability to govern than its about-turn 
on Walvis Bay,” declares a second editorial on the same 
page. “It has also demonstrated how power is irrevers- 
ibly moving away from the Union Buildings to the 
World Trade Centre in Kempton Park.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Inkatha Benefits From Talks Withdrawal—Anthony 
Johnson writes in his “Midweek Politics” column on 
page 6 of Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English that 
“while IFP negotiators have maintained all along that 
their withdrawal from constitutional negotiations is 
based on principled objections to the manner and con- 
tent of decision-making at the World Trade Centre, the 
strategic benefits of staying out of the process are not lost 
on IFP insiders.” In the ANC and government despera- 
tion to stick to the schedule necessary to ensure that the 
27 April election date takes place has presented an 
opportunity that “would be foolish not to milk.” The 
IFP leadership submits that “‘both the government and 
the ANC have become more accommodating and willing 
to see their point of view since the party began its 
boycott of multiparty negotiations began on July 2.” 
Johnson also believes the “increasingly lame duck NP 
[National Party] government is also bleeding support, 
much of it to Inkatha—another factor encouraging IFP 
negotiators to hold out for a better deal and avoid 
unseemly haste at all costs.” 
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Angola 


UN’s Blondin Beye, Dos Santos Discuss Situation 


MB1908203093 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Report on statements by Alioune Blondin Beye, UN 
special representative in Angola, at the Futungo de Belas 
on 19 August; passages within quotation marks 
recorded] 


[Text] The Angolan situation was analyzed at the 
Futungo de Belas today. President of the Republic Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos received Alioune Blondin Beye, UN 
special representative in Angola. It was a long meeting, 
with Blondin Beye giving an update on the Angolan 
situation. He said that there are new elements, some of 
which are known to the media. Others, Beye added, 
cannot be disclosed at this stage. 


[Beye, in French with passage-by-passage translation 
into Portuguese] ‘“‘Absolutely, like I said, I have come 
here to brief the president of the Republic. I gave him the 
most recent information | have.” 


[Unidentified correspondent] “Can you disclose to the 
media the most recent information you have on the 
Angolan situation?” 


[Beye] “The recent information is already known to the 
media. I cannot disclose the other elements, which could 
help me create suitable conditions.” 


Blondin Beye said he went to Namibia and to Zaire to 
ask those countries to cooperate in the resolution of the 
Angolan crisis, because he feels the end of the crisis is of 
necessity linked to African cooperation. Next week Beye 
will meet Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe. 


[Beye] “I can confirm that I will go to Zimbabwe next 
week. You should not forget that President Mugabe is 
also the current chairman of the Frontline States and 
chairman of the OAU Committee on Angola. That is 
very important. It would not be advantageous if I do not 
go to Zimbabwe to greet President Mugabe.” 


[Correspondent] “Do you think that the solution to the 
Angolan crisis is of necessity linked to other African 
countries?” 


[Beye] “As you know a solution to the crises in Liberia, 
Congo, and Rwanda was found with the cooperation of 
the United Nations and African countries. As you know, 
in his book, Agenda for Peace, the secretary general said 
that there should be close cooperation between the 
United Nations and regional organizations.” 


Blondin Beye said that he was not aware of any letter 
that the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] had addressed to the UN Security 
Council. All he knows has been through the media. 
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Blondin Beye mentioned two points. First, he has not 
met Jonas Savimbi again. Second, the Angolan situation 
iS very complex. 


[Beye] “Like I said, the Angolan problem is complex and 
difficult. The important thing is that Angola is one of the 
keys to southern Africa, a region that should be Africa’s 
driving force in the future. Those difficulties are a 
challenge to me.” 


Blondin Beye said that he heard enriching views from 
the president of the Republic. 


OAU Rejects Angola as Venue for Talks With 
UNITA 


MB1808202993 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1600 GMT 18 Aug 93 


[Text] The Organization of Africa Unity has rejected an 
invitation from the UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] movement of Angola to 
hold peace talks with UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi at 
the movement's stronghold of Huambo in central 
Angola. The OAU said it was prepared to meet UNITA 
leaders in another African country convenient to them, 
but a meeting in Huambo was not feasible. UNITA 
invited an OAU team to Huambo earlier this month in 
response to an attempt by OAU Secretary General Salim 
Ahmed Salim to revive talks between UNITA and the 
Angolan Government. 


Government Communique Regrets Attacks on 
Foreign Traders 


MB1908204493 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Aug 93 


{Communique issued by the Government of the 
Republic of Angola in Luanda on 19 August] 


[Text] In the past few days, we have seen attempts to 
create the public impression that some foreign traders 
based in our country are responsible for the growing 
degradation of the people’s living conditions. Because 
the government does not subscribe to that view, we have 
decided to clarify the following: 


1. Our country is going through a very critical economic 
stage, which is notably affecting the people’s standard of 
living. The government is fully aware of the major 
difficulties facing the people and continues to make 
every effort to rapidly minimize some of the major 
sacrifices that the less privileged layers have been 
enduring, so that we may save our fatherland. 


2. The causes of the present economic crisis have been 
clearly identified and are known to everybody: Almost 
no domestic production, drastic restriction on the flow 
of merchandise, and a significant decline in the capacity 
to import. All that is due to the war which consumes 
large quantities of financial resources, which, in a situa- 
tion of peace, would be used to increase the number of 
basic commodities required by the people. Obviously, 
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when products are in short supply, for the above- 
mentioned reasons, prices tend to increase, thereby 
making it impossible for the people to satisfy their basic 
needs. 


3. Businessmen currently conducting their commercial 
activity in the country have sought to share the govern- 
ment’s worries with regard to the people’s cost of living 
and have played a role that the government acknowl- 
edges as useful under the prevailing conditions, since 
they have minimized certain shortages of basic commod- 
ities. The activities carried out by those businessmen are 
legal because the government feels that there is no reason 
to question them. Obviously, there would be such rea- 
sons if there is a situation that contravenes the social role 
that those businessmen are expected to play. Meanwhile, 
the government will continue to shoulder its responsibil- 
ities by repressing illegal and dishonest trading activities 
wherever they may take place. 


4. Regrettable incidents took place yesterday, the victims 
of which were foreign commercial agents who lawfully 
conduct their activities in Luanda. Obviously, the gov- 
ernment dissociates itself fully from that type of reaction 
and social behavior because they hinder the sentiments 
of coexistence, peace, acceptance, and respect for differ- 
ences, which have always been a characteristic of our 
people. The government once again reiterates that the 
shortage of products and the high prices at which they 
are being traded are ultimately due to the war situation, 
which unfortunately we have been experiencing. The 
government is doing its best to ensure that by the end of 
1993, the people will face fewer hardships. 


Luanda, 19 August 1993 
[Signed] The Government 


Central Front Commander Discusses Armed 
Forces Offensive 


MB1908205493 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Poriuguese 1930 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] Government operations in Cuito coincide with 
the offensive government forces have mounted on the 
Central Front. This type of action is merely due to the 
fact that the government has the legitimacy to make its 
authority prevail nationwide. General Armando da Cruz 
Neto, commander for the central front, has reiterated the 
idea that it is necessary to flush the enemy out of its 
positions: 


[Begin recording] [Neto] The troops are ready to operate 
in any terrain. 


[Unidentified correspondent] As a commander and com- 
batant, what goals do you expect to achieve during this 
offensive? 


[Neto] The goals are: To annihilate enemy groups as we 
mount our offensive and to restore legality through the 
front’s territory. 
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[Correspondent] Would you like to take stock of the 
situation, following the retaking of Ganda District? 


[Neto] We have fulfilled the initial plan. The balance is 
positive. 


[Correspondent] It seems to me that the Angolan Armed 
Forces have become more aggressive. Has that caused 
any disruption among enemy forces, leading to deser- 
tions? 


[Neto] Naturally. The enemy has suffered heavy human 
and material losses. Therefore, that not only leads to 
massive desertions, but also to the disruption of the 
enemy’s command structures. 


[Correspondent] How is the morale of your troops? 
[Neto] It is high. 
[Correspondent] And the enemy’s? 


[Neto] Well, we do not like to underestimate the enemy. 
We prefer to fight against a strong enemy. [end 
recording] 


* Armed Forces Said Discontented; Threat of 
Coup d’Etat 


93P50247A Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 14 Jul 93 p 11 


[Article by Joao Faria in Luanda] 


[Text] The hardships endured by the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] on the ground are causing dicontent in 
some military sectors. The focus of the debate is centered 
mainly on the criteria for appointing generals. 


The most visible proof of this conflict came to light 
recently during the closing ceremonies for the chiefs of 
staff course, which took place on the ourtskirts of 
Luanda. The fact that none of the officers who partici- 
pated in the course was graduated as a general elicited 
several protests, including one from a colonel who had 
been passed over and who criticized the existence of 
“many elements cruising around in luxury cars who are 
not even familiar with the smell of gunpowder.” 


Two generals reacted immedately to the accusations by 
stressing that the authority to nominate higher officers 
rests with the president of the republic. But this did not 
prevent them from listening to the accusations made by 
command officers against those they feel are responsible 
for their difficulties. This led General Joao de Matos to 
request that Joao Eduardo dos Santos reduce to 10 the 
number of generals with a place in general headquarters. 


Despite this conciliatory gesture, the fact is that the 
situation deteriorated over the weekend, giving rise to 
persistent rumors of a coup d’etat in the making. These 
rumor were reinforced by an increase in military patrols 
of Luanda. 
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According to confused and divergent justifications, a 
group of army colonels were to attempt to dismiss the 
“desk officers” and replace them with command 
officers. 


The conflict was linked to the high percentage dof 
mestizo officers in the general staff. 


But these rumors seem to have no basis in fact. Political 
power was never challenged and all was a reult of 
internal dissension within the leadership of the FAA. As 
for the command officers’ demand for more action from 
the Armed Forces, General Jose Maria minimized it 
during the course’s closing ceremony: “It is very difficult 
to form units and obtain immediate results at the same 
time.” 


With or without rumors, the situation yesterday in 
Luanda was completely normal. 


* Influx of Lebanese Businessmen Criticized 
[Lisbon EXPRESSO 10 Jul] 


93AF0737C Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
10 Jul 93 p B2 


[Article by Gustavo Costa: “The Lebanization of 
Angola”’] 


[Text] Every morning at daybreak, thousands of youths 
spread out over Luanda city, carrying every type of 
merchandise and gewgaw picked up from the warehouses 
of Lebanese, Pakistani, or Malian businessmen installed 
in the Cuca and Boavista zones. These are 12- to 
18-year-old kids who have long since dropped out or 
never attended school. 


The need to survive has turned them into an army of 
roving vendors, who began by waylaying the drivers who 
came down the old Rua Luis de Camoes in the direction 
of Mutamba. Later they extended their activities to the 
“Trapalhoes” market on the Ilha de Luanda. 


They are now installed around the Church of the Holy 
Family and are approaching passers-by, offering vacuum 
cleaners “made in Taiwan,” dishwashers for 35 contos, 
FM radios, kerosene lamps, sound equipment, automo- 
bile alarms, and office furniture, not to mention other 
cheaper and smaller articles. 


Using the services of the horde of youths, the big 
merchants, mostly Muslim, have turned Luanda into a 
gigantic “thieve’s market.” The “invasion” is stirring up 
xenophobic reactions among the Angolan merchants, 
and the threat of the “Islamization of Angola” is begin- 
ning to be felt, particularly in circles connected with the 
Christian church. 


The first Lebanese landed discreetly in Luanda, arriving 
from Zaire, just days before the signing of the Bicesse 
accords. Later arrivals came directly from the Middle 
East, followed by “blood brothers’ from Liberia, 
Nigeria, Senegal, and Zimbabwe. Then came the Paki- 
stanis and the Indians. 
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The Lebanese, almost all of whom are Shiites, have the 
largest financial resources and are usually installed in the 
Presidente and Panorama hotels. Their competitors 
accuse them of having greased some “influential palms” 
to establish themselves solidly in the market. 


Corruption at all Levels 


According to Alfredo Tarciso, owner of a furniture store 
in obvious decline, the cycle of corruption begins with 
the Emigration and Border Services, whose director, 
Francisco Neto admits that there have been countless 
cases of bribery by Lebanese citizens, who have been 
obtaining “resident alien” cards in less than 48 hours. 
“They offered money to the officials, some of whom 
have already been fired for forging my signature,” Neto 
Said. 


To establish themselves, the Lebanese ‘ad to bribe other 
government employees, paying ther’ uge sums, for 
example, for the keys to apartments or. *llings that do 
not even belong to the state. 


Alvaro Messias was born in Porto more than 50 years 
ago, put down roots in Angola 30 years ago, and is the 
owner of a fabric store. Messias does not hide his disgust 
with the business practices of his Lebanese “colleagues,” 
whom he accuses of playing the dual role of wholesaler 
and retailer. 


The scandal reached its height a short time ago at the 
port of Luanda, when a ring involved in bribery was 
uncovered; it had allowed dozens of containers loaded 
with merchandise to be removed from the port area on 
presentation of false documents. “‘It is not surprising that 
this could happen, considering how easy it is to make up 
rubber stamps or to print embossed paper identical to 
that of the official institutions,” lamented Police Super- 
intendent Idalecio Marques. 


The Natalisgroup company, owned by Lebanese mer- 
chants, went so far as to demand that an insurance 
company reimburse it for the break-in and theft of the 
contents of several containers at the port. On investiga- 
tion, it was discovered that the Natalisgroup had bribed 
port employees, who had secretly put the containers back 
in place at the port after their contents had been 
unloaded in the company’s warehouses. 


It was also discovered that in some cases “imported” 
merchandise was immediately re-exported and 71 con- 
tainers full of sugar were seized as they were about to 
leave for Zaire. Angolan companies were also involved 
in this “scheme.” 


The Lebanese are also on the point of controlling the 
black market in foreign exchange, having set up a ring of 
small intermediaries consisting basically of 
“quinguelas,” former roving vendors who are now 
buying and selling dollars on the street. 


Protected by some policemen who collect a “commis- 
sion,” these women spread out over the area of major 
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commercial activity in Luanda. At the end of the day 
they take themselves discreetly to the principal Leba- 
nese, Pakistani, and Indian commercial houses to “settle 
up accounts,” in a business that brings in millions. 


Several members of the government have already 
warned of the risk that this chaotic situation could lead 
to a loss of sovereignty. They cite the example of 
Madagascar, which had to transfer some of its customs 
services to French ports to stop the wave of corruption 
that was threatening to destabilize the entire national 
economy. 


Drastic Measure 


In Luanda, it is being demanded that the government 
take immediate steps to put things back in order, leading 
a high official to admit: “One of these days we may be 
forced to contract the customs services of Lisbon and 
other ports to oversee the entry of merchandise in 
Angola.” 


Meanwhile, the Lebanese have already acquired enough 
power to put pressure on the state, forcing it to “give a 
blind eye” to the officials involved in this type of 
business. 


“They have almost total control over the market, which 
enables them to manipulate the prices. They need only 
take a product out of circulation for several days to make 
the prices go up,” protests a merchant from Lobito. 


The most scandalous case of blackmail against the gov- 
ernment itself occurred a few months ago. When stocks 
of flour were exhausted, the Lebanese anchored a ship 
loaded with tons of flour in the bay of Luanda. In less 
then 24 hours they got the necessary import licenses 
from the government officials and closed the deal at the 
price they wanted. 


Protected by some, hated by others, the Lebanese, Paki- 
stanis, Malians, and Indians who control Luanda’s com- 
merce are viewed today by broad sectors of the popula- 
tion as “an enemy to strike down.” Xenophobia is 
gaining ground. However, not all the Angolans are hos- 
tile to them. “They are a necessary evil in a country that 
produces nothing and distributes nothing,” argues Lucas 
de Sousa, an economist with the Central Bank. In a 
recent meeting, many economists accused the Angolan 
Government of incompetence and lack of authority to 
reform the economy. They feel that the Lebanese, 
Indians, or Senegalese should noi be prevented from 
participating in Angolan commerce’, but that the govern- 
ment should simply exercise stronger fiscal control over 
their activities and establish clear rules of competition. 


According to Carlos Gomes, professor of the Faculty of 
Economics of Luanda, the state should reduce the 
internal debt, clean up the public accounts, apply shock 
therapy by imposing a single exchange rate, and avoid 
“the fiasco represented by the recent negotiations 
between the finance minister and the World Bank, 
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instead of harassing these merchants, who are the only 
ones who are providing the minimum circulation of 
merchandise in Luanda.” 


Mozambique 


Opposition Parties Explain Multiparty Talks 
Withdrawal 


MB2008 104093 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
20 Aug 93 p 1 


[Article by Salomao Moyana: “Goodbye Chaff, Says the 
Wheat”’] 


[Excerpts] Maputo—The multiparty talks are set to 
resume this morning with the so-called group of the 12 
[unarmed opposition parties] reduced to eight, after the 
additional withdrawals of the National Convention 
Party [PCN], the Mozambican Nationalist Movement 
{[Monamo], and Patriotic Action Front [FAP] on 18 
August. 


One of the guests to the multiparty talks described the 
situation in this manner: “That was a differentiation of 
classes rather than politics. There was real confusion in 
there. Capable people were mixed with incompetent 
people and all were relying on the support provided by 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] in order 
to intervene.” 


PCN official Inacio Chire explained that his party had 
always seen the 12 as a “temporary arrangement so we 
would not turn up at the meeting with a proposal per 
party. We made it clear from the outset that we would 
leave the group once the multiparty talks were over.” 
Chire said that what had hastened the PCN’s withdrawal 
from the group was the fact that some elements were 
“acting against the spirit that had guided the creation of 
the 12, notably the spirit of discussion and collective 
consensus on group positions.” He said the the other 
unarmed opposition parties had taken a dim view of the 
PCN, Monamo, and FAP after the latter had presented 
proposals to overcome the deadlock around Article 16 of 
the Draft Electoral Law. 


Monamo Secretary General Maximo Dias said that, 
lately, to belong to the group of the 12 was to be 
“limited”, because it was a very heterogeneous group 
marked by “major differences in political perceptions.” 
To Maximo Dias, the straw which broke the camel's 
back was the realization, on 18 August, “that the group 
of the 12 had opportunistically attached itself to a certain 
national political faction.”’ Regarding the government's 
proposal (11 seats for the government, seven for Ren- 
amo, and three for the unarmed opposition parties, with 
a chairman to emerge from the latter), Dias said it is not 
a balanced proposal and he added what matters to 
Monamo is not how many party representatives wiil 
appear on ihe National Electoral Council [CNE]. He 
noted that “the crucial element was neutral and apolit- 
ical behavior by those appointed to the CNE.” 
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Dias also expressed the view that the General Peace 
Accord betrays itself when it says that one third of the 
CNE seats must be occupied by Renamo, thereby intro- 
ducing a partisan element in a commission supposedly 
made up of people offering guarantees of impartiality in 
regard to all political parties. 


FAP Secretary General Raul da Conceicao described the 
behavior of the 12 as being “in grave violation of the 
moral principles which guided the creation of the 
group’, notably with regard to “flexibility in the negoti- 
ation of the proposals which have been presented.” He 
voiced criticism over the fact that accusations are being 
made without evidence to back them up. He said he had 
learned that some leaders in the group of the 12 had said 
those parties which had tried to overcome the deadlock 
on 16 August “thad received money from the Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front. That is not true. We are going to 
demand that they prove those accusations, at least in 
regard to FAP.”’ [passage omitted] 


Nothing will be quite as before, after the start of the 
disintegration of the group of the 12 unarmed opposition 
parties, Renamo’s principal source of political comfort 
at the multiparty talks. 


* Optimism Over Elections Steadily Waning 


93AF0740A Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
18 Jul 93 p 14 


[Article by Cesar Camacho: “The Other ‘Unknown’ of 
October 1994”; first paragraph is PUBLICO introduction] 


[Text] More than a year away from the date scheduled 
for the elections in Mozambique, doubts are beginning 
to mount—not about who will win, but if this final goal 
of the peace process will materialize. The political agents 
speak of great hope by day, but at night, among them- 
selves, they voice their uncertainty. On the other hand, 
the military who constitute the “Babel” of UNOMOZ 
[UN Operations in Mozambique] are growing tired of 
sitting around. 


The optimism regarding the evolution of the peace 
process in Mozambique is undergoing a troubling 
decline. There are two kinds of rhetoric, from the same 
voices, assessing the country’s immediate future. In the 
official statements they are all godfathers of the peace. 
Three months ago, President Joaquim Chissano and 
Afonso Dhlakama stated that they were willing to meet. 
The date for this great encounter was finally scheduled 
for 17 July, yesterday. In Maputo, however, it has been 
known since 9 July that the meeting was not going to take 
place. The “unknown” of October 1994 no longer per- 
tains to the results of the elections, but whether or not 
they will take place—more than a year from now. This is 
added to an equal period during which the date was set 
back, although the populace has clearly declared its 
rejection of the war. 
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The Portuguese defense minister, who began his official 
visit to Mozambique on 11 July, told PUBLICO that he 
was going to pay his respects to the representatives of the 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance], but he had 
no information that would enable him to guarantee that 
he would speak with Dhlakama himself. The audience 
with President Chissano was agreed on after the minis- 
ter’s arrival in the Mozambican capital and apparently 
the date and hour depended on the appearance or 
non-appearance of the Renamo leader. This appearance 
was an event that no one believed would happen. 


The date of 17 July for the meeting of the two leaders 
appeared to be imposed by George Moose, U.S. secretary 
of state for African affairs, who convinced Dhlakama of 
the urgent need for this meeting. Moose announced the 
date, but Chissano knew nothing about it. If this incident 
was a remote cause for not holding the meeting, the 
immediate reason was more simple: “A meeting to 
discuss what?” as the diplomats connected with the 
conduct of the peace process were asking themselves. 
There was no agenda, and it was futile to hold a meeting 
leading nowhere. 


Dangerous Delays 


The Portuguese delegation led by Brigadier General Albu- 
querque Goncalves, which arrived in Maputo on 
Wednesday, could return to Portugal if the work of the 
Joint Commission for the Formation of the Armed Forces 
and Defense of Mozambique is not initiated within a 
reasonable time. An authorized spokesman for the Defense 
Ministry was succinct: “If the work does not begin quickly, 
we are not here to do nothing.” Apparently the idea of a 
“reasonable time”’ is two weeks, at most. 


Meanwhile, on Friday, the Command and General Staff of 
the Italian Alpine Brigade, which was stationed in Dondo, 
near Beira City, began to transfer to Chimoio, in Manica 
Province, where most of the Italian contingent is stationed. 
The explanation given for this move was functional in 
nature: the Command and General Staff should be close to 
the operational units. However, according to the officers of 
General Luis Fontana, the hale and hearty commander of 
the Alpine Brigade, the basic objective is to give a new 
configuration to the protection of the routes along the 
Beira corridor and to exert greater preventive military 
pressure on the armed gangs that come down the roads. 
However, belief in the dissuasive effect of this tactical 
move is fragile. Following the departure, in April, of the 
Zimbabwean troops whose mission was to protect traffic in 
the Beira corridor and the access roads, the regional 
authorities in Sofala and Manica began to complain about 
the lack of security. They reported highway robberies in 
the region allegedly controlled by the Renamo. It fell to 
Manfredi di Camerana, the Italian ambassador, to offer an 
explanation: “The mission of the blue helmets is to guar- 
antee protection of strategic installations and sensitive 
routes. Guaranteeing free circulation is the responsibility 
of the police.” 
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Termites 


The Renamo and the government are having great 
difficulty keeping their troops under control, especially 
when they are not being paid and the process of rounding 
them up, disarming, and demobilizing them still appears 
to be a long way off. Although it should have been 
completed by the end of April, it has not yet begun. 


“What is coming next for the UN mission is a stick full 
of termites.” The joke, very African, is that it is difficult 
for anyone to support himself with a walking stick 
riddled with termites, and it has reference to the new 
demands of the Renamo: to have territorial and regional 
authority in the territory which it claims to control. In 
short, the Renamo would indicate the names of gover- 
nors and provincial military chiefs and the recognized 
government would simply approve them. This should be 
a central issue on the agenda being developed for the 
eternally delayed meeting between Chissano and 
Dhlakama. 


Chissano has already let it be known that this is not 
suitable material for any formal discussion based on the 
General Peace Accord signed in Rome. The whole truth 
is that it is to the Renamo’s interest to push ahead early 
with formulas for dividing up the power, and this could 
be one of them. In the same way, the party in power 
prefers to use the time and the provisions of the cease- 
fire to make contact with the people from whom it has 
been separated by the war and to present itself to them 
with the “‘authority” of a legitimate government. 


* Caphiridzanje: Repatriation Process Described 


93P50248A Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
27 Jun 93 pp 6, 1: 


[Article by Belmiro Adamugy] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Over | million Mozambicans 
took refuge in neighboring Malawi because of the conflict 
between Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] and 
government forces. With the advent of peace thousands 
immediately started to return to their native land. 


They start out from refugee camps in Malawi: Mulanje, 
Thyoho, Nkata Bay, Ntcheu, and Mwanza, and, taking 
advantage of the natural frontiers between the two 
countries, arrive in Mozambique without any precon- 
ceived plan. Despite confronting great hardships such as 
the lack of seed and tools, those who used to live near the 
border return to their homes without presenting them- 
selves at the control posts created by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). This hampers 
the distribution of aid to the returnees as well as pre- 
venting accurate registration. 


On the other hand, there are persons who, once they 
cross the border, present themselves at one of the 
UNHCR posts, Zobue, for example, near the Malawian 
border. The first selection is done there and then they are 
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transferred to the Caphiridzanje refugee and displaced 
persons center located in Moatize District, approxi- 
mately 20 km from the above-mentioned border post. 


Caphiridzanje is the name of a mountainous area 120 
km north of Tete city. The region owes its name to the 
mountain of the same name and so does the refugee 
camp situated nearby. 


Therefore, those who enter Mozambique through the 
Domue (Tsangano District) and Zobue (Moatize Dis- 
trict) UNHCR control posts are directed to 
Caphirdzanje and from there transported to their homes 
or regions of choice. Transportation is provided by the 
UNHCR. 


According to Agostinho Mateu Andre, in charge of 
population registration, the above-mentioned refugee 
camp has the capacity to receive 30,000 people. “Of 
course, at this time, we have a much larger number, 
which can be verified by counting the families who sleep 
in the open air,” he said. 


According to him, when a person arrives at Caphiridza- 
nje, he registers by giving his name, place of origin, place 
where he intends to settle, and other useful date to ensure 
correct identification. 


When this process is finished, the families are assigned 
tents, which become “home” if they are not evacuated to 
their preferred areas. 


“Some people end up settling here in the region, since 
there is a town nearby that is growing because of the 
influx of people,” said Agostinho Andre. [passage 
omitted] 


The DOMINGO repor.er witnessed the difficult condi- 
tions in which the refugees from Malawi lived and 
noticed evident malnutrition. “The people who arrive 
here with nutritional problems are treated in the area 
hospital and the medicines are provided by Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF),” said Agostihno Andre. 


According to him, manInutrition and malaria are the two 
most frequent maladies suffered by those arriving at 
Caphiridzanje. He emphasized that the lack of potable 
water pumps exacerbates the problem. “‘We only have 
two wells and one obsolete pump,” he added. 


Our source described the distribution of food to the 
Caphiridzanje refugees and said that it is distributed 
regularly an according to the number of people settled 
there. “Sometimes we receive more people than usual 
and slight problems arise that are resolved eventually, 
since there is always a mobile team that visits us twice a 
week keeping us in touch with our base in Tete city.” 
[passage omitted] 
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Control Posts Created for the Reception of Refugees 


Salvatore Ippolito, chief of the UNHCR delegation in 
Tete, agreed to speak to DOMINGO about the process of 
properly reintegrating the former refugees into Mozam- 
bican society. 


“During the war, people left Tete Province for the 
neighbouring countries of Zimbabwe, Tanzania, 
Zambia, and Malawi. They are now voluntarily 
returning and the UNHCR has created posts to receive 
them. Of course, many do not pass through these posts, 
and also, we do not have any on the Zambian border 
because it is closed. People there cross the border on 
their own.” 


Salvatore Ippolito added that the UNHCR provides 
basic services, such as education food and seed distribu- 
tion, resettlement of people, etc., and works in coordi- 
nation with several organizations to whom it allocates 
funds to carry out their tasks: The Lutheran Federation 
and some U.S. agencies are in charge of water problems; 
Doctors Without Borders (MSF) is in charge of the 
health network. 


Other organizations working closely with the UNHCR 
are ISCOS [expansion not given], in charge of repairing 
roads, schools and other, infrastructure; the Refugee 
Support Center, a government entity in charge of popu- 
lation registration; the World Food Program (WFP), 
responsible for food distribution; as well as World Vision 
and the Department for the Prevention and Control of 
Natural Disasters, responsible for distributing basic 
goods io the population. 


“Of course not everything 1s easy. There are areas where 
we do not carry out any activities. For example, the 
border with Zambia is closed, and in Mutarara the roads 
are inaccessible and besides, we do not know which areas 
are mined or not. There are also uncontrollable elements 
roaming about.” 


“On the other hand,” Salvatore Ippolito added, ’’there 
are people who make our job easier. They pass through 
the control posts of Domue (Tsangano District) and 
Zobue (Moatize District). In terms of figures, he said 
that up to now, 938 people have voluntarily arrived at 
Muilange, 600 at Morrumbala (Zambezia) via Tete, 6,000 
at Mukumburra, 10,000 at Angonia, and 40,000 at 
Tsangano. Natives of Guro, Macossa, Tambara, Man- 
dimba, and others are also returning from Malawi. We 
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are in charge of providing food and transportation to 
their homes or other places of preference.” 


Our source lamented the fact that some people risk 
serious accidents by crossing the Chire River on canoes 
instead of waiting for a more effective means of repatri- 
ation and not having to go through Renamo-controlled 
areas. [passage omitted] 


Salvatore Ippolito spoke to us about projects undertaken 
by the UNHCR: “in Mutarara, as we have already said, 
nothing has been done. In Angonia, Tsangano, and 
Moatize, we opened 40, 10, and 5 wells, respectively. In 
Milange, we are rehabilitating 20 health centers, schools, 
and wells. In Angonia all the schools will be functioning 
by September. We are also helping the farmers receive 
tools and seed. "As for the nearly 40,000 refugees 
returning from Zimbabwe, they are subject to stricter 
controls by the authorities of the country.‘ Salvatore 
Ippolito said that "repatriation there will be better 
organized because the Zimbabweans do not allow free 
circulation of refugees.“ 


Health: The Situation Is Not Alarming 


There is a health center in Caphirdzanje to which the 
refugees in the camp and the residents of the area have 
access. It was rehabilitated recently by ISCOS, an Italian 
nongovernment organization based in Tete. 


Manuel Matos, in charge of the health center, described 
the situation in the region: ““We receive many sick people 
coming from neighboring Malawi. In general they suffer 
from malaria, bronchitis, pneumonia, angina, skin dis- 
orders, a variety of wounds, diarrhea, anemia, etc. The 
resident population suffers from the same ailments but is 
less malnourished. The center has two nurses and two 
orderlies who, according to Manuel Matos, are on top of 
the situation.” “On the other hand,” he admi ted, “we 
do not have the necessary facilities to handle the exising 
problems.” 


As we mentioned before, the available facilities were 
largely provided by MSF who have basically donated 
medicines and medical supplies. 


Next to the center there is a small tent where malnour- 
ished persons, especially women, are treated under a 
special program. “At the moment we have 28 persons 
who suffer from malnutrition. In the village we also 
weigh and measure children every two weeks,” con- 
cluded the director of the Caphiridzanje health center. 
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Cape Verde 


Nigerian Radio Reports Coup Attempt; Portugal 
Accused 


AB1908094093 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] There has been a coup attempt in the West 
African island of Cape Verde. Reports say the attempted 
coup has been brought under control by troops loyal to 
the government. In its reaction, the government accused 
Portugal, the former colonial master, of masterminding 
the coup plot in an attempt to disrupt the forthcoming 
democratic election in that country. 


Official Says Rumors ‘Unfounded’ 


AB1908 190893 Dakar PANA in French 1747 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


{Text} Dakar, 19 Aug (PANA]—The rumors about a 
coup d’etat in Praia are unfounded, Mrs. Manuela Mon- 
teiro, permanent undersecretary of Cape Verdian Presi- 
dent Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro, stated today. 


In a telephone conversation with a PANA journalist, 
Mrs. Monteiro expressed astonishment at “the informa- 
tion carried today by a foreign radio (not mentioned) 
announcing an abortive putsch in Cape Verde,” a Luso- 
phone archipelago off the Atlantic Ocean. 


She said she did not know “for the time being” the 
source and intentions of such “rumors.” “‘Here (Praia), 
everything is normal, calm, and without problem,” Mrs. 
Monteiro added. She revealed that President Mas- 
carenhas was expected to receive several personalities 
this evening. 


“The president is currently on vacation in the interior of 
the country, but he comes to Praia often to perform 
certain duties connected with his office as head of state,” 
the permanent undersecretary added. 


Cape Verde has a small army of 500 men, like its surface 
of 1,557 square km and population of 300,000 inhabit- 
ants. Situated to the west of Senegal, this country, which 
has been independent since 5 July 1975, succeeded in 
restoring an alternative democracy and is cited as an 
example today. 


Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro succeeded Aristides 
Pereira, the first president of the archipelago, in an 
election held 19 February 1991 


Niger 


Nigeria’s Babangida Attends Cooperation Meeting 


AB1908223293 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 19 Aug 93 


|Excerpts] President Ibrahim Gbadamasi Babangida has 
been paying a 24-hour friendly working visit to our 
country since this morning. On his arrival at Niamey 
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International Airport, the Nigerian head of state was 
welcomed by President Mahamane Ousmane. After the 
military honors, our host was welcomed by the speaker 
of the National Assembly, the prime minister, the mem- 
bers of the government, and leaders of official organiza- 
tions. Later, he held a news conference in Housa. Moussa 
Hamani sent us a summary of this news conference: 
Answering questions from Niger journalists, General 
Ibrahim Babangida, who was warmly welcomed by the 
population, recalled that when he assumed power, the 
first country he visited was Niger. This second visit was, 
therefore, a continuation of the first. Better still, it 
enhances the examplary nature of the relations between 
our two countries. This cooperation is worthy of praise 
and will attain its highest degree during this current visit, 
which will give us the opportunity to ratify certain 
agreements. These agreements wiil better consolidate the 
ties of brotherhood between our two countries that are 
working tirelessly for subregional integration. 


Regarding the new measures on the CFA franc, the Niger 
president said they came in the nick of time. They show 
our common willingness to come out of the monetary 
and economic crisis we are presently in. 


Regarding the African democratic process, the Nigerian 
head of tate stressed that the process of its restoration is 
not easy at all because it is punctuated by inevitable 
sociopolitical upheavals. He noted, however, that some 
countries have passed the democratic test. This is the 
case of Niger, which must serve as an example to 
Nigeria. 


Touching on the situation . his country, President 
Ibrahim Babangida recalled that the process was fol- 
lowing its normal course after the installation of an 
elected local government and the inauguration of a 
National Assembly. What remains now its the presiden- 
tial election. Unfortunately, the first attempts have not 
been successful. In the face of this new political situation 
in his country, President Babangida also recalled that 
two days ago, he informed his country’s senior Army 
officers about his intention to resign and set up an 
interim government before the next election. If my 
departure can bring back peace into the country, then I 
will leave, he concluded 


A few minutes later, the two heads of state chaired the 
opening ceremony of the third session of the Niger- 
Nigeria joint commission for cooperation. Two speeches 
marked this ceremony: those of President Mahamane 
Ousmane and President Gen. Babangida, who spoke in 
English. First, here is the head of state’s address: 


{Begin Ousmane recording] I am very pleased to receive in 
Niamey today Your Excellency and all the honorable 
members of your delegation. While wishing you welcome 
to this Niger land, I would also like you to feel at home 
here. The Niger people, goversment, and I know your 
esteem for our country and the interest you have in 
developing and strengthening secular ties of friendship, 
brotherhood, and examplarv cooperation between our two 
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brotherly peoples. Your devotion to the cause of Africa in 
general and your admirable and irreversible commitment 
to the permanent struggle that the African peoples have 
launched s.nce the first hours of their independence to 
establish and strengthen their personality and defend their 
dignity are an object of pride for all. 


You are, Mr. President, the man who has always been 
present at the front line of the fight that the African 
peoples have tirelessly fought through the OAU and all 
the big international organizations for the conquest of 
their dignity and freedom and the recognition of their 
legitimate rights to economic, social, and cultural 
progress. [passage omitted] 


Niger-Nigeria cooperation is an example of fertile coop- 
eration that has a symbolic value in the subregion. Mr. 
President, the thousand and one difficulties facing the 
governments of the whole world are of concern to the 
international community because of the complexity of 
the links of interdependence among the economies. Our 
countries’ marked interest for a united and prosperous 
Africa invites us to coordinate our efforts, strengthen our 
solidarity, and ensure our interdependence in order to 
achieve our legitimate and common aspirations for the 
prosperity and happiness of our peoples. [passage 
omitted] 


Mr. President, the convening of the meeting of the high 
authority will enable you, in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the 23d session of the Cabinet meeting, to 
make important decisions to instill a new spirit of 
dynamism in our commission by finding for it the 
appropriate means to overcome the serious financial 
crisis it is experiencing so as to enable it to consolidate 
the secular relations between similar people that only the 
hazards of colonial history placed on either side of a 
common border. Apart from this financial crisis, we will 
also examine other issues of common interest. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Now, Sadou Mossi gives you the gist of Gen. Babangida’s 
address. 


Taking the floor, Gen. Babangida first thanked the Niger 
people and their president, Mahamane Ousmane, for the 
warm and brotherly reception given him and his delega- 
tion. The Nigerian head of state then spoke about the 
cooperation between our two countries. We have to 
consolidate this cooperation by implementing the rec- 
ommendations of the 23d Cabinet meeting of the Niger- 
Nigeria joint commission for cooperation, Gen. 
Babangida said. This multilevel cooperation concerns 
the environment, agriculture, and the fight against 
locusts. We are also committed to developing our coop- 
eration in the field of health. 


According to Gen. Babangida, it is imperative for us to 
support and develop the ties between our two peoples. I 
am pleased to see that our joint commission for cooper- 
ation 1s taking care of priority fields for the development 
of the two countries. Gen. Babangida added. I am 
satisfied with the fact that experts will be appointed to 
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control and better exploit the Niger River, a river that is 
indispensable for the survival of our two peoples. Our 
cooperation in the field of agriculture and fight against 
locusts will also be strengthened. We are decided to do 
everything we can to harness our efforts for the imple- 
mentation of our common projects. 


Nigeria 


Abiola Vows To Form Government on Return to 
Country 


LD2008 135893 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 20 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Announcer] Moshood 
Abiola is in Paris today for a series of meetings. He has 
already been to Washington and London, and this 
morning, Dominique de Courcelles, you met Moshood 
Abiola: 


[Courcelles] Yes, he plans to meet several French per- 
sonalities, in particular at the Foreign Ministry. In fact, 
he would like France to recognize him as president after 
27 August, which is the end of the transition period, but 
also he would like France to set an example, and be the 
first Western country to take strict sanctions against 
President Babangida; otherwise, he warned, his country 
will be another Somalia or Bosnia. [passage omitted] 


Abiola recalled that everything that happened in Nigeria 
had enormous repercussions for the francophone West 
African countries that surrounded it. He therefore let it 
be known that France had the greatest interest in 
favoring the return of democracy to Nigeria and to do 
everything to avoid a civil war. He also repeated that 
Nigeria was France’s main trading partner [as heard], 
that it had a great number of investments and citizens 
there, and therefore, that it had to protect its interests. 
[passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Moshood Abiola intends to form his own 
government. We can now hear what he had to say about 
this: 


[Begin recording] [Abiola, in English with superimposed 
French translation] It will not be a shadow government. 
A shadow government is set up by an opposition party. 
No, I will put into place the government of Nigeria. This 
is certain: I repeat, I will set up a government as soon as 
I am back. 


[Correspondent John Maguire, in English with superim- 
posed French translation] Will you appoint members of 
the country’s two political party’s? 


[Abiola] I will take the best Nigerians I can find in my 
country. I will put a round peg in a round hole. [pre- 
ceding sentence in English] [end recording] 
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Says Country Wants Babangida To Quit 


AB2008085193 Paris AFP in English 0024 GMT 20 
Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 19 (AFP)}—What Nigeria wants from 
military leader General Ibrahim Babangida is “not an 
offer to resign but a decision to quit”, opposition leader 
Moshood Abiola told AFP in an interview on Thursday 
[19 August]. Abiola, who claims he won the June presi- 
dential elections annulled by Babangida, said the trouble 
with his one-time friend was that he was incapable of 
making up his mind. “This man has corrupted a large 
part of the top echelon of the Army and no one is able to 
confront him and say you must leave, you must keep 
your word as an officer and a gentleman.” The military 
are so ashamed, he said, they hide their uniforms in the 
boots of their cars and only put them on when they get to 
work. “The Army’s reputation is in tatters.” 


Abiola, interviewed in his suite at the plush Interconti- 
nental Hotel in Paris, looked relaxed for a man who has 
had threats on his life, even in the French capital, 
although the door was watched by two burly bodyguards. 
He was similarly confident about his planned return to 
Nigeria on August 24 to celebrate his 56th birthday, and 
his intention to assume the presidency three days later, 
the deadline for return to civilian rule which Babangida 
had pledged to observe. 


Of his old friend for 25 years, he was prepared to be 
generous. “He is really a good man at heart,” he said. 
But, “this is a man who with his own mouth said he took 
part in every coup in Nigeria, except the first, when he 
was too young, who now wants to teach us democracy?” 
He dismissed Babangida’s offer of a “transition govern- 
ment” until December 1995 as a “trick”, and said the 
recent closure of six newspapers was a sign that the 
general was not planning to relinquish his position. 


Abiola, who arrived in Paris on Thursday evening from 
London, claims to have already drummed up consider- 
able international support for his presidency. In Wash- 
ington, he said he had the full support of all black 
Congressmen and had met the vice president, chief- 
of-staff at the White House and the secretary for African 
affairs at the State Department. He said President Bill 
Clinton had apologised for not being able to meet him 
because the budget was going through the Senate. 


In London, where he landed earlier this month in his 
private jet, leaving Nigeria at short notice because of 
rumours that it was no longer safe for him, he also had 
meetings with top Foreign Office officials, including 
Foreign Minister Lynda Chalker. 


In France, he was due to meet Foreign Ministry officials 
on Friday [20 August] and said he expected to have to 
delay a trip to Germany, because he considered France 
an essential player on the African stage. 


Abiola, in traditional dress but wearing an ostentatious 
bejewelled watch and signet ring, betraying his private 
wealth, explained that once he was president, he would 


WEST AFRICA 29 


set to work on the economy. He would present a plan for 
budgetary discipline to the London and Paris Clubs of 
creditors. But at the same time he would ask for a two to 
three year moratorium on debts. “I don’t believe in 
refusing to pay. A bad debtor never makes any progress.” 


His priority would be to provide food and clean water for 
the people, he said. He also pledged to sell off all the 
government-owned media. “I am a champion of press 
freedom.” He even promised to turn the rules on himself 
and put the nine titles of his CONCORD group into a 
public trust. He would open the schools and universities 
which have been closed in the dying months of the 
Babangida regime. 


Asked whether he would purge the Army—having prof- 
fered the view that it was corrupt—he replied that this 
was a very European view. “We have a saying in Africa 
that if the head of a fish is rotten, then it is no good. But 
if you have a new fish head, then it is purified.” 


UN Secretary General Meets Envoy, Offers 
Assistance 


AB1908 163993 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 19 Aug 93 


[Text] The United Nations secretary general, Dr. Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali, has expressed appreciation for the efforts 
of the federal government to solve the country’s political 
problems. Meeting with Nigeria’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, Professor Ibrahim Gambari, the secre- 
tary general stressed the need to maintain Nigeria’s 
corporate entity in spite of the problem. He said that 
Nigeria was an important country in Africa, adding that 
its stability was crucial to Africa’s well-being. Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali stated that he had personal admiration for the 
leadership qualities of President Ibrahim Babangida. He 
offered to assist the country in any way the government 
might deem fit to ensure a peaceful resolution of the 
political crisis. 


Earlier, Prof. Gambari had briefed the secretary general 
on the current political situation in the country and the 
efforts so far made by the government to solve it. The 
ambassador also informed Dr. Butrus-Ghali of the key 
points of President Babangida’s speech to the National 
Assembly and his decision to step down as president and 
commander in chief of the Armed Forces. 


SDP Reportedly Uncovers Plan To Implicate 
Party in Attacks 


AB1908204493 Paris AFP in French 1632 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


[Text] Lagos, 19 Aug (AFP)}—Moshood Abiola’s Social 
Democratic Party, SDP, has knowledge of a plan aimed 
at carrying out a series of attacks in Lagos and blame 
them on the SDP, an official of the party told AFP today. 
“Some unscrupulous individuals are said to be preparing 
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to carry out attacks in certain parts of Lagos and blame 
it on Abiola or his so-called agents,” the same source 
added. 


It has been pointed out that the SDP has already alerted 
the police and the public. Last week, the federal military 
government claimed it had uncovered a plot aimed at 
destabilizing the country through a series of bomb 
attacks. This plot, planned “for the period between 16 to 
25 August’, is said to have been hatched by an 
“aggrieved politician”, in a clear allusion to Abiola. 


Moshood Abiola, the SDP candidate in the 12 June 
presidential elections annulled by the military, has been 
abroad for the past two weeks to drum up international 
support. He claims to have won that election and is 
waiting to be sworn in as president on 27 August, the 
date on which the military promised to hand over power 
to civilians. 


Moshood Abiola is expected to arrive tonight in Paris. He 
is expected to have several meetings with French political 
personalities, his entourage pointed out. The Muslim bil- 
lionaire had earlier gone to the United States and Great 
Britain. Furthermore, there is still some doubt as to the 
real intentions of President Babangida, following his offer 
on Tuesday to voluntarily withdraw from power, while 
Opposition to the formation of an interim government of 
national unity is being intensified. 


According to General Babangida, from now until 27 
August an interim government of national unity, headed 
by a civilian, will be set up in Nigeria. However, Mos- 
hood Abiola categorically rejects this option because, 
according to him, such a government will not have any 
legitimacy. The Committee for the Defense of Human 
Rights [CDHR] has, in a communique, called on Gen. 
Babangida to “state clearly and unambiguously that he 
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will hand over power on 27 August to a government 
democratically elected on the basis of the 12 June 
presidential elections.” 


The CDHR denounces the “undemocratic character” of 
the interim government that the military government 
plans to set up and called on the deputies of the National 
Assembly not to “trample upon the wishes of the 
people.” by endorsing the setting up of such a govern- 
ment, the organization stated in its communique that 
reached AFP. 


The Nigerian president, who arrived today in Niamey 
for a 24-hour visit, confirmed his offer to withdraw. “I 
am ready to hand over in a few days’ time, if my 
departure can restore peace and tranquility in the coun- 
try,” he told the press on his arrival in the Niger capital. 


Labor Union: ‘Civil Disobedience’ if Military 
Remains 


AB1908222893 Paris AFP in French 2123 GMT 
19 Aug 93 


[tEXT] Lagos, 19 Aug (AFP)—The single labor union of 
Nigeria will call on its members for “civil disobedience” 
if the military does not hand over power on 27 August, 
the official Nigerian news agency, NAN, reported this 
evening. In a communique issued at the end of an 
extraordinary meeting of its Executive Committee in 
Enugu, the Nigerian Labor Congress called on the federal 
military government to hand over power to the president 
of the Senate, Iyorchia Ayu, as demanded by the Con- 
stitution in case of a power vacuum. 


The labor union says it has taken note of the military 
administration’s decision to hand over power to an 
interim government of national unity. It adds, however, 
that such a measure should not lead to “a situation that 
will engender a crisis of legitimacy and perpetuate the 
suspension of the Constitution,” NAN states. 
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